
Rachel Pilliod, 2002-
03 president, said “Being a 
political science major was 
very helpful in serving as 
ASUO president because I 
focused on state and federal 

policy that affected UO 
students. Courses on public 
policy, elections, and state 
government allowed me to hit 
the ground running in engaging 
students in a Get Out the 
Vote drive, and in organizing 
grassroots campaigns that 
targeted members of the 
campus administration and the 
state legislature.”

Action also turns into 
knowledge. Pilliod found 
that her service as president 
“was invaluable in my 
understanding of political 
science. Having real-world 
experience managing staff 
members, working on 
campaigns, lobbying, and 
allocating a budget was hugely 
helpful.”
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From Knowledge to Action
Some political science majors put their study of politics into practice while they are still 
students at the UO. One way PS majors do this is by taking leadership positions in the 
university’s student government, the Associated Students of the University of Oregon (ASUO).

Five of the last six ASUO 
presidents were political 
science majors, as were three 
of the last six vice-presidents. 
In 2009, five out of the ten 
candidates who ran for ASUO 
president or vice-president 
were from political science. 
No other department had more 
than one candidate.

It makes sense that students 
personally interested in politics 
are more likely both to major 
in political science and to seek 
political office. How helpful is 
studying politics to practicing 
it? In interviews, three recent 
ASUO presidents discussed 
how their studies prepared 
them for leadership.

Jared Axelrod, 2006-07 
president, said political science 
provided valuable insights. He 
sought “to represent students 
on the local, state, and federal 
level as best as I could. I used 
my major to give me the skills 
necessary to achieve that 
mission.”

Axelrod observed that 
“political science is not a 
science at all; it’s really about 
human behavior. Working in 
any form of government, from 
student to federal, requires a 
keen understanding of how 
people behave and act when it 
comes to politics.” 

Axelrod developed his 
understanding through 

courses on political theory, 
constitutional law, and the 
Supreme Court, which “revolve 
around the basic fundamental 
principles that hold our society 
in place, such as the freedom 
of speech or the 
social contract.” He 
emphasized “it is 
important to know 
these basics in order 
to be successful 
in any realm of 
politics. I believe 
that you need to 
know the rules to 
play the game.”

Adam Petkun, 2004-05 
president, said political science 
encouraged his interest in 
public service. “I’m aware of 
the perception that people get 
involved in student government 
to feed a narrow self-interest 
in building one’s resume. For 
me, and I think a lot of other 
people, the ASUO was an outlet 
for a desire to affect many 
of the things we were being 
exposed to in class.”

Petkun said courses such 
as Congress, US Politics, and 
Political Power, Influence, 
and Control “helped me 
think about how to approach 
a job with a fairly vague 
constitutional direction. They 
also informed my efforts to 
tie together diverse student 
groups that functioned much 

like interest groups elsewhere, 
particularly during the budget 
process. Legal Process and 
Constitutional Law classes 
were useful because I spent a 
lot of time interpreting ASUO 

rules and regulations.”
Petkun thinks that “Oregon 

Government and Politics was 
the class most relevant to my 
time in the ASUO. It provided 
important context for the 
challenge in securing adequate 
funding for higher-education in 
Oregon, and a few clues about 
how to make things better.”

Petkun reflected that 
“more than anything, serving 
as president gave me an 
appreciation for how tough it 
is to make a policy change that 
seems to be obviously in the 
public interest. For example, 
we campaigned to pass a local 
housing standards ordinance. 
The issue turned out to be 
far more complex than I ever 
imagined.”

Jared Axelrod                         Rachel Pilliod           Adam Petkun
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Sitting down with Deborah 
Baumgold to discuss 

her recent promotion to full 
professor and her current 
research, the last thing I 

expected to 
talk about were 
hedgehogs.

Baumgold 
spent the 2007-08 
academic year as 
a visiting fellow at 
Wolfson College 
of the University 
of Cambridge in 
England where 
she encountered 
fellow academics, 
journalists, and 
constitutional 
law scholars as 
well as the prized 
British hedgehog. 
She described her 
encounter with the 
spiny creature on a 

path near her apartment, which 
stood on the edge of a fen 
(marsh). “I was walking home 
and suddenly down the path 
came a baby hedgehog. Soon a 
young man biked up, carrying 
a box. He’d seen the animal, 
biked home, and gone online 
to the British Hedgehog Society 
website, which instructed 
that baby hedgehogs were to 
be picked up and delivered to 
them. We loaded the creature 
in the box and off he went, 
trying to keep it in the box 
and steer the bike at the same 
time.”

Of course, her time as a 
visiting fellow was not all 
hedgehogs and concerned 
citizens. As a fellow and 
now life member of Wolfson, 
Baumgold gained access to the 
Cambridge University library to 
pursue her research. She also 
attended and presented a paper 
to a prestigious seminar in the 

Baumgold on Hobbes and Hedgehogs
history of political theory.

Baumgold is currently 
working on several projects, 
including a forthcoming book 
of essays on the contract 
theories of Grotius, Hobbes, 
and Locke, due out in 2010. 
In addition, she is researching 
the slavery discourses of 
Grotius, Hobbes, and Locke 
and is putting together a 
three-text edition of Hobbes’s 
political theory (Elements of 
Law, De Cive, and Leviathan). 
Baumgold said of the 
edition, “The three works are 
structurally parallel, though 
with a lot of reorganization. 
What Hobbes scholars do is 
compare passages across the 
several works, but there’s never 
been an edition that prints the 
three next to each other.”

Baumgold is happy to 
welcome for 2009-10 visiting 
political theory assistant 
professor David Leitch from the 
University of California at San 
Diego. She is sad to see another 
colleague, Leonard Feldman, 
leave the University of Oregon 
for a position at Hunter 
College. “I am deeply, deeply 
sorry that he’s leaving. Lennie’s 
been a terrific colleague; it’s 
really been a pleasure to work 
with him. We read each other’s 
stuff and I’ve really come to 
count on his advice, so I will 
miss him terrifically. That said, 
we are lucky to have Dave 
Leitch coming as a visiting 
instructor.”

As far as what drew 
Baumgold into the academy 
and political theory in 
particular, she has an 
uncomplicated answer, “I 
always liked school. I think 
it’s as simple as that,” she said. 
“Then, when I was a freshman 
in college I took a course in 
political theory. Maybe it was 

the times—it was the late 
60s, when questions about 
obligation were particularly 
salient given the draft and 
Vietnam—that made political 
theory so compelling.”

“I also think, and this is 
a guess, that political theory 
tends to appeal to people who 
have experienced radically 
different cultures. Often I find 
that other political theorists 
have had some experience of 
this sort.” In Baumgold’s case, 
this radical change in cultural 
surroundings occurred when 
her family moved. “When I was 
a young teenager my northern 
liberal family moved south, 
and so I went to segregated 
public schools, which was 
absolutely awful. I suspect that 
experience helped draw me to 
the subject.”

Since she began working 
at the UO in 1987, Baumgold 
has played many roles, from 
teaching, researching and 
writing, to administrative 
duties. She has been Director 
of College Advising for the 
College of Arts and Sciences, a 
program that provides advising 
services for undergraduates 
who have yet to declare a 
major. She has served as head 
of the Department of Political 
Science and acting head of 
the Department of Philosophy. 
Baumgold said that it is this 
opportunity to serve several 
roles that provides for a 
rewarding academic life.

“What I like most about 
the job is the way it can and 
does change. You can do 
different things at different 
times. Sometimes I put most 
of my energy into teaching, 
sometimes most of my energy 
into research, sometimes 
most into administration. The 
flexibility is a real benefit.”
—Loryn Cesario

Deborah 
Baumgold, 
professor 

of political 
science
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I t’s no secret that students 
of political science tend 

to be active members of their 
communities whether they 
are involved in government, 
interest groups, or broader 
social movements. They tend to 
be an involved bunch.

The same is true within the 
political science department, as 
graduate students often come 
together in informal groups to 
discuss various issues within 
the discipline and its subfields. 
One such group is Plato, a 
collection of graduate students 
and faculty members who meet 
regularly to discuss issues in 
political theory.

Though it is not a 
requirement, most members 
of Plato are graduate students 
studying political theory.

A recent Ph.D. graduate, 
Courtney Smith, founded 
the group. “I started Plato in 
2003 because I wanted to have 
another forum for us grads to 

Julia ’71 and Martin Acker
Ethan Axtmann ’82
Charlotte Glazer Baer ’66 and 

Michael Baer ’66
David Baird ’68
John Barnes ’73
Thomas Barry ’52
Lael and Eric Bennett ’67
Lillian ’76 and David Black ’73
Rita and Kim Blickenstaff
Alison Jones ’97 and Robert Bollinger ’97
Cheryl and William Bramley
Emily Brandes ’06
Jean Brechan ’95
Nancy Hill Brik ’73 and James Brik
Martha and Douglas Brown ’63
Elizabeth Brown ’86
Gail and Laddie Buck ’68
Nancy Carville Busey ’64 and 

Douglas Busey Jr.
Mary Tobin and David Campbell ’84
Elliot Carlson ’60
Century 21 Neil Company Real Estate
Juine Chada ’97
Nandita Chaudhuri ’00
Craig Childress ’73
Mary Jo and Donald Clare ’61

Kim Clark
Peter Colgrove ’80
Lisa and Edward Colligan ’83
Benjamin Cordell ’06
Andrew Cummings ’90
Elizabeth Duncan Dickson
Mark Dickson ’68
Judith Stiegler ’75 and Michael Dugan ’73
Heather Duncan ’08
Eldred Hansen Easton ’63
Janet McCormack Evered and 

Stephen Evered ’73
Karl Eysenbach ’75
Abbey Fief ’03
Cindy and Patrick Flaherty ’81
Carole and Robert Freitas ’74
Ann ’72 and Richard Frey ’73
Francine ’98 and Jeffrey Gardner ’95
Mary and Robert Gorman ’75
Susanne Baumann and John Gragg ’64
Nathaniel Greenhalgh-Johnson ’08
Kathleen ’81 and Christopher Harris ’82
Christine Haug-Chin ’80 and Gary Chin
Sara Hendrickson ’08
Kathy and Thomas Hewkin ’75
Carol Bjork Holzer ’67 and Peter Holzer
Philip Howe ’06
Catherine ’71 and Neil Hummel ’71
Heather Ingle ’00
Kathleen ’67 and David Jackson ’71
Michelle and Karl Jensen ’80
Helen Spalding and Karl Johnson ’70
David Jones ’93
Sally and Carl Jones ’37

Honor Roll of Donors
The following people 
made a donation to the 
Department of Political 
Science between July 1, 
2008, and June 30, 2009.  

Rozanne Enerson Junker ’73
Sarah Kickler Kelber ’99 and Judah Kelber ’99
Jere Kersnar ’79
Janet Henning Kleihauer ’60 and 

Brent Kleihauer
Alanson Kleinsorge ’73
Erika Klein-Nance ’93
Valerie Wimer Kruczynski ’66
Trina ’76 and Thomas Laidlaw ’70
Evan Lally ’07
Sharen ’76 and William Leahy, Jr. ’71
Tresa ’76 and John Lively ’74
Kay and Charles Lott ’72
Ellen Christiansen Lowe ’52 and 

Eugene Lowe
Michael Malloy ’03
Cynda Maxon ’04
Nancy and Timothy McCabe ’72
Amanda McCarter ’08
Elizabeth and Michael McCaslin ’83
Jane ’63 and Arthur McEldowney
Barbara McIntyre-Slunaker
Robert Mitchell ’47
Estate of William C. Mitchell
Joan Momsen ’64
Leah and Darrell Murray ’74
Barbara Horton Nebon ’65 and 

Russell Nebon ’62
Connie and Lester Nixon
Summereen Nott ’97
Joan and Michael O’Reilly Jr. ’87
William Pederson ’67
Chrys Martin and John Pessia ’74
Lynn and John Prag ’56

Andrew Prakash ’84
Sarah Price Pruden ’67 and Henry Pruden ’68
Steven Ross ’70
Sandra Trowbridge Rowan ’78 and 

William Rowan ’78
Andrea Friedman and Barry Rundquist ’63
Merdida Salihovic
Gregory Scharrer ’79
Sherrill and Roger Scovil ’73
Roshani O’Donell Shay ’68
Mary Raley Shilton ’70 and David Shilton
Ricky and Edward Sites ’69
Marsha Skudlarek ’83
Donald Smith ’47
Stanley Stanfield ’76
Bernice Stearns ’48
Dawn ’91 and David Stephens
Mark Stephens ’77
Joseph Stewart ’94
Cheryl Streedain
Betsy Lee Styskal ’61
Ian Tacquard ’06
Becky Schick Tooley ’73 and Day Tooley
Elizabeth Uchytil ’69
The Uchytil Living Trust
M. E. Litzenberger and Mark Van Rossen ’78
Joan Wells vanDalen ’68 and 

Hendrik vanDalen ’71
Western Nevada Supply Company
Denise and Douglas White Jr. ’55
Heather Wisely ’00
Lori and Curtis Wyrick ’71
Susan Yamane
Clifford Zukin ’73

talk theory and to interact with 
the theory faculty. We started 
by reading Lennie (Feldman) 
and Deborah’s (Baumgold) 
work and branched out,” Smith 
said.

While the group is student-
run, it also involves the 
discussion of various readings 
with faculty members and 
the research that members of 
the theory faculty have done 
themselves. Graduate students 
suggest readings that interest 
them and bring it to the group 
for discussion.

Deborah Baumgold 
reminisced, “I will never 
forget one session where 
Sean (Parson) had suggested 
a reading on cyborgs, which 
I thought was going to be 
totally outlandish and turned 
out to be a really provocative, 
insightful way of thinking 
about feminism.”

Baumgold also reflected on 
the uniqueness of the discussion 

group and what it has meant not 
only for political theory but the 
department as a whole.

“I think it’s a very valuable 
part of graduate education 
for graduate students, 
partly because you all run it 
yourselves and you read stuff 
that you want to read and 
not necessarily that faculty 
members want to assign,” she 
said. “I also think it is evidence 
of the really lively and smart 
group of graduate students that 
the department has had over 
this period of time in political 
theory.”

Graduate student Dan 
Anderson said Plato “was 
crucial to my passing the 
theory comp, and to developing 
my academic interests, broadly 
speaking. And, beyond that, it 
served as a nice way to connect 
with the good people who 
make up the theorists in our 
department.”

According to Samuel 
Bernofsky, Plato allows students 
to learn from one another. 
“Some of the best insights I’ve 
been exposed to have come 
from students and faculty 
members through Plato.”

What Would Plato Do?

From left: Sean Parson, Daniel Anderson, Courtney Smith, 
Bruno Anili, Tamas Golya, Greg Liggett, Loryn Cesario



Bruno Anili 
comes from 
Crotone, Italy, 
one of the 
most impor-
tant ancient 
Greek colo-
nies and the 

city of Pythagoras. As an un-
dergraduate at the University of 
Siena, Anili studied semiotics 
and political economy. In 1999, 
he trekked to Denmark to attend 
the University of Aarhus for a 
semester, and then landed at the 
University of Oregon in 2002.

At the UO Anili has 
excelled in teaching, becoming 
a popular and beloved 
instructor. “Teaching has been 
a wonderful opportunity for 
me, as it has given me the 
privilege of interacting with 
both brilliant young minds, 
and with sleepier ones. 
Waking up the latter without 
putting to sleep the former 
is a formidable challenge for 
me, and a continuous source 
of stimulation as I prepare my 
lectures and deliver them.”

Teaching mostly lower-
division courses, Anili 
reaches students in their first 
political science courses and 
is then able to observe their 
progression. “Some of the most 
rewarding moments in my 
career have involved students 
who have told me months after 
taking my class that what they 
had learned had been helpful 
for them in other classes.”

In 2007, Anili conducted 
open-ended interviews among 
the residents of and immigrants 
of Badolato, in Calabria, 
southern Italy. A version of his 
engagement with the politics 
of hospitality in Badolato 
appeared in 2009 in the peer-
reviewed journal Practicing 
Anthropology: “Unstable 
Relocations: Meeting the Other 
in Kurdolato.”

Anili’s dissertation focuses 
on the deconstruction of the 
language of liberalism. Using 
basic instruments of semiotics, 
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Graduate Student Profiles
he explores how some aspects 
of the language of liberalism 
make it the hegemonic political 
ideology today.

“I reflect on the possibility 
that an alternative discursive 
formation, centered around 
Jan-Luc Nancy’s concept of 
the ‘inoperative community,’ 
could challenge the hegemony 
of liberalism,” he explains. 
“Considering immigration as 
both a very relevant focus of 
attention in our contemporary 
world and as an illustration of 
the theoretical and practical 
shortcomings of the liberal 
principle of toleration, I 
propose ‘hospitality’ as a more 
desirable conceptualization of 
the encounter with the other.”

Anili’s dissertation project 
is titled “Beyond Liberal 
Discourse: Metaideological 
Hegemony and Alternative 
Narratives.” He plans to defend 
by the end of next year.

Forrest 
Nabors 
has come 
a long way 
from being 
a young boy 
exploring the 
Fair Haven 

Public Library of New Jersey. 
Or has he?

“I’d browse the aisles, then 
sit down among the book stacks 
and read on one topic until I ran 
out of books,” Nabors recalls. 
“My grandmother helped raise 
me and cultivated my historical 
and political interests. She 
read the Congressional Record 
and sometimes kept me home 
from school to listen to Senate 
debates on the radio.” Such 
unique mentoring made it 
almost inevitable that Nabors 
would pursue an academic life. 
However, it was not a direct 
shot.

While an undergraduate at 
Claremont McKenna College, 
Nabors played football and, 
upon graduating from the 
University of Chicago, he 

navigated the business world 
working for a high tech 
company.

“Once the company’s 
revenue stream seemed 
fairly secure, I planned my 
separation from business and 
applied to grad school.”

How did this Yankees-
loving fan end up in Eugene? 
“I expected to head back east 
for grad school and applied 
to the UO as an afterthought, 
but after visiting the campus 
and meeting with Professor 
Baumgold, I settled on the UO. 
I was able to imagine a good 
life here. It’s beautiful, the right 
size, good community, and 
close to my family in Portland. 
And I was impressed with 
Professor Baumgold, who has 
been a key mentor and is on my 
dissertation committee.”

“My dissertation tries to 
reframe Reconstruction as 
a continuation of a struggle 
between two different 
political regimes—the natural 
rights republic defended by 
Lincoln and the North, and 
the oligarchic regime of the 
South. I try to show that this 
southern-centered regime was 
revolutionary, departing sharply 
from the plan of the American 
founders, developed for 
decades before the Civil War, 
and though weakened by war, 
survived in attenuated form.”

Nabor’s teaching 
philosophy is “to produce 
citizens who can make 
competent moral and political 
choices,” and he sees this 
as an essential component 
of education and citizenry.  
“Any country like ours that is 
supposed to be self-governing 
requires citizens who can think 
for themselves.”

Nabors believes that 
academia is a labor of love. “I 
sometimes study long into the 
night and I often fall asleep 
with my books. I suppose I’m 
not much different from when 
I was a kid and the librarians 
would scold me out of the 
library at closing.”

“Some of the most 
rewarding moments in 

my career have involved 
students who have told 
me months after taking 
my class that what they 

had learned had been 
helpful for them in 

other classes.”
—Bruno Anili

“Any country like 
ours that is supposed 

to be self-governing 
requires citizens 

who can think for 
themselves.”

—Forrest Nabors
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Deborah Baumgold published 
the articles “The Difficulties 
of Hobbes Interpretation” in 
Political Theory (December 
2008) and “Hobbesian 
Absolutism and the Paradox 
of Modern Contractarianism” 
in the European Journal of 
Political Theory (April 2009), 
had her book Contract Theory 
in Historical Context: Essays 
on Grotius, Hobbes, and Locke 
accepted for publication, 
received a UO Summer Research 
Award, and was promoted from 
associate professor to professor.

Gerald Berk published the book 
Louis Brandeis and the Making 
of Regulated 
Competition, 
1900–1932 
(Cambridge 
University 
Press, July 
2009), had 
the article 
“How People 
Experience 
and Change 
Institutions: 
A Field Guide to Creative 
Syncretism,” coauthored with 
Dennis Galvan, accepted for 
publication by the journal Theory 
and Society, and presented the 
paper “The National Recovery 
Administration Reconsidered, 
or Why the Shipping Container 
Code Succeeded” at the 
American Political Science 
Association (APSA), Toronto 
(September 2009).

Jane Cramer published the book 
American Foreign Policy and the 
Politics of Fear: Threat Inflation 
Since 9/11, coedited with A. 
Trevor Thrall (Routledge, April 
2009), and presented the papers 
“Reinforcing MAD While Moving 
Toward Zero” and “Spinning 
History and Psychological Ego-
Defense: Assessing How Leaders 
Shape Historical Reality” at 
APSA (September 2009).

John Davidson delivered 
a presentation on “The 
Constitutional Grounds of the 
Public Trust Doctrine” at the 
Public Interest Environmental 
Law Conference, Eugene, 
Oregon (February 2009), and 
on “The Stewardship Doctrine: 
Environmental Sovereignty 
and the Constitutional Duty 
of Preservation” for the John 
Baldwin Film and Lecture Series 
for Earth Day, Eugene, Oregon 
(April 2009).

Faculty
News

Leonard Feldman published the 
chapter “The Citizen-Soldier as a 
Substitute Soldier: Militarism at 
the Intersection of Neoliberalism 
and Neoconservatism” in the 
book Security Disarmed: Critical 
Perspectives on Gender, Race, 
and Militarization (Rutgers 
University Press, October 
2008) and presented the paper 
“Police Emergency and the 
Legal Rhetoric of Necessity” at 
the Western Political Science 
Association, Vancouver, British 
Columbia (March 2009).

Dennis Galvan published the 
article “The Presidential and 
Parliamentary Elections in 
Senegal, February and June 
2007” in Electoral Studies (March 
2009), presented the paper 
“How to Research Institutions 
Experientially: Methods of 
Creative Syncretism,” coauthored 
with Gerald Berk, at APSA 
(September 2009), published the 
chapter “Making Cultural Policy 
Syncretic and Sustainable” in the 
book Cultural Policies and Power 
(Palgrave Macmillan, December 
2009), and received a Fulbright 
Scholars award to conduct 
research in Africa (fall 2009).

Anna Gruben presented the 
paper “Validation Through Voice: 
Claim-Making vs. Rulemaking 
Civic Participation in Brazilian 
Water and Health Committees” 
at the Latin American Studies 
Association, Rio de Janeiro (June 
2009).

Daniel HoSang presented 
the papers “English-Only 
Ballot Initiatives and the 
Transformation of California 
Civic Culture in the 1980s” at the 
American Studies Association, 
Albuquerque (October 2008) and 
“Remaking Liberalism in the 
Sunbelt West: California’s 1964 
Fair Housing Ballot Measure and 
the Politics of Racial Innocence” 
at the Sunbelt Rising symposium, 
Dallas (April 2009), and had his 
book Racial Propositions: Genteel 
Apartheid in Postwar California 
accepted for publication by the 
University of California Press.

Joseph Lowndes delivered a 
presentation on Obama, race, 
and masculinity at New York 
University (November 2008), 
published a critical dialogue 
review and response with Shane 
Hamilton in Perspectives on 
Politics (June 2009), and saw 
his book From the New Deal to 
the New Right: Race and the 

Southern Origins of Modern 
Conservatism issued in paperback 
(Yale University Press, June 
2009). He was promoted from 
assistant to associate professor.

Ronald Mitchell published 
the chapter “The Influence 
of International Institutions: 
Institutional Design, Compliance, 
Effectiveness, and Endogeneity” 
in the book Power, Inter-
dependence, 
and Non-
State Actors 
in World 
Politics 
(Princeton 
University 
Press, May 
2009), and 
published 
the book 
International 
Politics and the Environment 
(Sage, November 2009).

Mikhail Myagkov published 
the article “Ukraine’s 2007 
Parliamentary Elections: 
Free and Fair, or Fraud Once 
Again?” coauthored with Peter 
Ordeshook, in the journal 
Problems of Post-Communism 
(December 2008), and published 
the book The Forensics of 
Election Fraud: Russia and 
Ukraine, coauthored with Peter 
Ordeshook and Dimitri Shakin 
(Cambridge University Press, 
January 2009).

Craig Parsons published the 
chapter “Competing Visions 
of European Union” in the 
book The Sage Handbook of 
European Studies (Sage, June 
2009), and presented the papers 
“Cross-Cutting Issues and 
Party Strategy in the European 
Union,” coauthored with Till 
Weber, and “What Is Distinctive 
about Constructivism?” at APSA 
(September 2009).

Lars Skalnes continued 
his service as head of the 
department, and published 
the review “Sawing Off the 
Branch on Which We Sit? 
Critical Realism, Open Systems, 
and Possible Futures” in the 
International Studies Review 
(February 2009).

Priscilla Southwell published 
the articles “Analysis of the 
Turnout Effects of Vote by Mail 
Elections, 1980–2007” in Social 
Science Journal (March 2009), 
and “The Effect of Nomination 
Divisiveness on the 2008 

In memoriam
Professor Emeritus 
James R. Klonoski 
passed away on 
January 30, 2009, 
at the age of eighty-
three. He served 
on the political 
science faculty at 
the University of 
Oregon from 1961 
to 1995. His family 
requests people 
remember Jim as he 
would have wanted, 
with a donation to 
the Relief Nursery, 
the ACLU, or the 
Democratic Party 
of Oregon, or with 
volunteer service as 
encouraged at 
www.serve.gov.
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Faculty
News

Graduate 
Student 

News

Presidential Election” in PS: 
Political Science and Politics, 
and presented the papers “A 
Reversal of Trends? Voter 
Turnout in the 2008 Presidential 
Elections” and “The End of 
Alienation? The Rise of Political 
Trust and Efficacy in the United 
States” at APSA (September 
2009).

Daniel Tichenor published the 
article “A Movement Wrestling: 
American Labor’s Enduring 
Struggle with Immigration, 
1866–2007,” coauthored with 
Janice Fine, in Studies in 
American Political Development 
(April 2009), directed an Oregon 
Council for the Humanities 

Institute for secondary school 
teachers on “The Unfinished 
Nation: Immigration and 
American Life” in Ashland, 
Oregon (July 2009), presented the 
paper “The Modern Presidency 
and Social Movements: The 
Allegiances and Rivalries 
that Reform Politics Make,” 
coauthored with Sidney Milkis, 
at APSA (September 2009), and 
published the three-volume 
edited book A History of the 
U.S. Political System (ABC-Clio, 
November 2009).

Tuong Vu published the chapter 
“Indonesia’s Agrarian Movement: 
Anti-Capitalism at a Crossroads” 
in the book Agrarian Angst and 

Resistance in Southeast Asia 
(Routledge, July 2009), and 
published the article “It’s Time 
for the Revolution to Show Its 
True Colors: The Radical Turn in 
Vietnamese Politics in 1948” in 
the Journal of Southeast Asian 
Studies (November 2009).

Priscilla Yamin published the 
article “The Search for Marital 
Order: Civic Membership and 
the Politics of Marriage in the 
Progressive Era” in the journal 
Polity (January 2009), and 
presented the paper “Welfare 
Reform, Civic Membership, and 
the Politics of Marriage in the 
U.S.” at the Western Political 
Science Association, Vancouver, 
British Columbia (March 2009).

Bruno Anili presented the 
paper “Needless to Say: On the 
Political Value(s) of the Unsaid” 
at the Western Political Science 
Association (WPSA), Vancouver, 
British Columbia (March 2009).

Samuel Bernofsky presented 
the paper “Arendt, Zionism, 
and Cosmopolitanism” at WPSA 
(March 2009).

Sarah Cate presented the paper 
“Oregon Prisons and Issue 
Capturing” at the Southwestern 
Social Science Association, 
Denver (April 2009). 

Tim Durant presented the 
paper “Praxis and Sovereignty: 
Native American Concepts of 
Sovereignty and the Problem 
of Exclusion” at WPSA (March 
2009).

Edward Duggan presented the 
paper “Why Invade Iraq? Not 
Ideology or the Israel Lobby, 
but Big Oil,” coauthored with 
Jane Cramer, at the International 
Studies Association, New York 
(February 2009).

Jason Gettel presented the paper 
“The Transatlantic Rhetoric of 
the Right: An Exploration of 
Far Right Politics in Europe and 
North America” at WPSA (March 
2009).

Tamas Golya presented the 
papers “Peak Oil, Then and Now: 
The Past, Present, and Future 
of ‘Oil Shocks’” and “Resource 
Endowment and Power 
Transition” at the International 

Studies Association, New York 
(February 2009), and “The Global 
Oil Peak, North America, and 
International Relations” at WPSA 
(March 2009).

Jessica Hejny presented 
the paper “Environmental 
Pragmatism: Good in Theory, 
Bad in Practice” at WPSA (March 
2009).

Jennifer Henke presented the 
paper “The Politics of Cleaving: 
Reagan, Initiative 350, and the 
Local Politics that Would Define 
a Nation, 1982–1989” at WPSA 
(March 2009).

Leif Hoffman published the 
article “Ever Closer Markets: 
Public Procurement and Services 
in the EU and the USA” in the 
journal Political Perspectives 
(December 2008), was an 
adviser and judge for the West 
Coast Model European Union 
(University of Washington, 
March 2009), and received a 
UO Graduate School Research 
Award.

Kelley Littlepage attended 
and presented the paper 
“Transnational Judicial Dialogue 
and the Rising Influence of 
European Courts” at the Institute 
for Qualitative and Multimethod 
Research, Syracuse University 
(June 2009).

Vanessa Mousavizedeh 
received a UO Foreign Language 
and Area Studies Fellowship, 
and presented the paper 

“Harnessing Habitus: Qur’anic 
Reinterpretation Legitimizing 
Change for Devout Muslim 
Women” at WPSA (March 2009).

Sean Parson presented the 
papers “At War with Civilization: 
Anticivilizational Anarchism and 
the Newest Social Movements” 
at WPSA (March 2009), and 
“Understanding the Tactics 
of Refusal: The Relationship 
between Autonomous Social 
Movements and Political 
Institutions” at APSA (September 
2009).

Steven Rothman completed 
his Ph.D. (June 2009) and began 
a job as an assistant professor 
at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific 
University, Japan.

Ryan Smith presented the paper 
“Deliberative Democracy and 
Oregon Health Care Reform: 
The Role of Representative 
Deliberation” at WPSA (March 
2009).

Courtney Smith presented the 
paper “The Normalizing Power 
of Plastic Surgery on the Female 
Body” at WPSA (March 2009), 
had the chapter “Transcultural 
Dialogue: Shifting the Discourse 
Concerning Female Genital 
Cutting and Breast Implantation” 
accepted for publication in the 
book Transnational Borderlands: 
The Making of Cultural 
Resistance in Women’s Global 
Networks (Syracuse University 
Press), and completed her Ph.D. 
(June 2009).
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Alumni: Keep in touch
We enjoy hearing from our alumni. Please complete this card and send us your news. You may also 
submit your news online at polisci.uoregon.edu/alumninews.php. We will include your news in the 
next issue of Political Science.

Name____________________________________________  Year graduated _____________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________ State______  ZIP ____________________

Phone (home)________________________________  (business) ______________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________________

Professional title ______________________________________________________________________________

Company name _______________________________________________________________________________

Your news ____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Return to: Class Notes, Department of Political Science, 1284 University of Oregon, Eugene OR 97403-1284

Jared Axelrod ’08 is the assistant 
to the chief of staff for U.S. 
Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) in 
Washington, D.C.

Noah Bean ’01 passed the 
California bar exam and is 
an attorney for Porter Scott 
Attorneys in Sacramento.

Scott Bruun ’88 was elected 
to his third term in the Oregon 
House of Representatives, for 
District 37.

Richard Burr ’84, the associate 
editor of the editorial page for 
The Detroit News, was elected 
president of the National 
Association of Opinion Page 
Editors and won honorable 
mention for the best opinion 
website.

David Cheonis ’88 is off-premise 
manager for Diageo in Nevada 
and the father of Nathan, four, 
and a new daughter, Caroline.

Colleen Harrington-Boland 
’84 is proprietor of Nora Nora 
Contemporary Irish Imports 
in Cape Elizabeth, Maine, and 
thinks of Jim Klonoski whenever 

Alumni 
news

she hears the expression “go for 
the jugular!”

David Leiken ’69 has been 
inducted into the Oregon Music 
Hall of Fame. An artist manager 
and concert promoter for thirty-
six years, he owns and operates 
the Roseland Theater in Portland.

Tom Olson Jr. ’95 completed his 
documentary project, Politics 
of Sand. The two-hour video 
chronicles the 100-year battle 
to keep Oregon’s beaches open 
to the public. Tom was first 
introduced to the story as a 
legislative intern in 1993 through 
the political science department. 
The video was selected for the 
Thirty-fifth Northwest Film and 
Video Festival and is currently 
featured in a yearlong exhibit at 
the Cannon Beach History Center 
and Museum.

Rachel Pilliod ’04 was appointed 
to the board of directors of the 
Oregon Health and Science 
University.

Matt Powell ’01, the owner 
of Windermere Real Estate of 

Lane County, received the 2008 
Emerald Award for Community 
Caring, presented by the Eugene 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Jefferson Smith ’96 was elected 
to his first term in the Oregon 
House of Representatives, for 
District 47.

Lucas Szabo ’84, a special 
assistant to the U.S. Senate 
Republican Policy Committee, 
has been accepted to the School 
of Public Policy at George Mason 
University.

Kim Thompson ’03 is the new 
owner of the event-planning firm 
Specialized Meetings and Events 
in Bend, Oregon.

Vicki Walker ’78 was appointed 
by the governor to chair the 
Oregon Board of Parole and 
Postprison Supervision.

Are we missing you? We 
discovered our electronic form 
wasn’t working properly, but it’s 
now fixed. If you submitted news 
online last year and it is missing 
here, we sincerely apologize.

Make a 
Difference
The UO’s annual 
fund campaign is 
now under way. 
When you get a call 
from a student asking 
for an annual gift, 
please remember to 
mention the political 
science department. 
Your gift makes a 
great difference in 
what the department 
can do to enhance 
the educational 
opportunities for our 
students and provide 
valuable research 
and instructional 
resources for our 
faculty. You can make 
a donation online at 
supportuo 
.uofoundation.
org. Designate your 
gift to the political 
science department. 
Thank you for your 
generosity.
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As noted last year, we are working 
to raise the national profile of the 

department. An important part of our 
efforts in that regard is to bring 
nationally recognized faculty 
members from other institutions 
to the University of Oregon. 
We do so on a regular basis 
through our speaker series, but 
conferences also play a vital role. 

This year the department 
sponsored two such conferences. 
The first conference, with Daniel 
HoSang as the main organizer, was titled 
“Racial Formation in the Twenty-first 
Century.” Over twenty scholars from across 
the country gathered at the university 
to celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the publication of Michael Omi and 
Howard Winant’s landmark book Racial 
Formation in the United States. The book 
served as the point of departure for a series 
of panels and presentations exploring 
the past, present, and future of racial 
formation. How to think about institutional 
change was the focus of our second 
conference, organized by Gerry Berk and 
Dennis Galvan, and titled “Unstructuring 

From the Department Head
Politics: New Perspectives on Institutional 
Change.” Besides our own Gerry Berk, 
Dennis Galvan, Craig Parsons, and 

Daniel Tichenor, eleven other 
scholars presented papers. Both 
conferences were resounding 
successes.

These conferences as 
well as our speaker series are 
made possible in part by your 
donations. We are very grateful 
to all of you who have donated 
money to the department and 

thus contributed to the increasingly vibrant 
intellectual life of the department!

We are delighted to welcome a new 
faculty member, Karrie Koesel, who has 
just joined us from Cornell University. 
Koesel is an expert on the politics of 
religion, focusing on the political role 
of religion in Russia and China. Besides 
courses on religion and politics, she will 
also teach Chinese politics more broadly. 
Finally, we look forward to hiring three 
new professors next year, in methodology 
and international relations, political theory, 
and public law. 
—Lars Skalnes
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