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The Work of John Orbell

He may have retired in 2003, but apart from his new title of professor emeritus, 
not much has changed. With ten publications in the last six years, and with 

courses taught in the honors college as recently as last term, Professor John Orbell 
retains a remarkably active role at the university. Now entering his forty-third 
year at the University of Oregon, Orbell continues to impress colleagues with his 
endurance. 

“John's work ethic is by far the best among people I know,” said Professor To-
monori Morikawa, a research partner from Japan’s Waseda University. “I’ve known John since 1984, when I was a gradu-
ate student at the UO, and his commitment to academia has always been outstanding—even today.”

Not surprisingly then, Professor Orbell is now in the midst of yet another research endeavor. Funded by a $1.5 mil-
lion grant from the National Science Founda-
tion, Orbell and a diverse team of specialists will 
spend the next four years creating a computer 
model that can predict the social, economic, and 
political reactions to the effects of climate change. 

“Climate simulations have been developing 
in sophistication since the ’70s,” said Assistant 
Professor Oleg Smirnov, the leader of the project, 
“but until now there has been no systematic at-
tempt to provide a social science counterpoint 
modeling the human consequences.”

Orbell’s associates in this project are certainly 
not strangers. Douglas Kennett, associate profes-
sor of anthropology, and Amy Lobben, associate 
professor of geography, are both colleagues from 
the UO. Moreover, Oleg Smirnov—like Mori-
kawa—is a UO alumnus and a former student of 
Orbell. Now teaching at Stony Brook University 
in New York, Smirnov has been his collabora-
tor for the last ten years. The two most recently 
worked together on a 2007 project titled “Ances-
tral War and the Evolutionary Origins of Hero-
ism.” 

“John is an outstanding researcher and an in-
spiring teacher,” said Smirnov. “He is responsible 
for the direction of my academic career, yet he 
never pressured me to make particular choices. 
I have just witnessed—and become a part of—
John’s contagious enthusiasm for interesting re-
search questions.” 

Continued on page 2

Reflections on a Privileged Life 
by John Orbell

Admittedly, my life as an academic has been unusually 
privileged by the luck of history. Graduate school at Chapel 

Hill in the early 1960s—right after Sputnik and right before 
the baby boom—meant financial opportunities for long-shots 
from New Zealand, and, subsequently, several jobs when only 
a few universities—like the University of North Carolina—were 
producing “hot” graduates in political science. And the housing 
boom made the University of Oregon a rich university with a 
widely admired political science department that, despite its 
small size, ranked number fourteen in the country. 

But my personal good luck aside, what a privileged 
profession! Academics make respectable salaries, and if they 
work hard, can even receive tenure; they work in beautiful parks; 
they get to read books of their own choice; and talk about them 
to captive students. And best of all, most people, including those 
students, take what they say seriously—at least for the most part.

And there’s political science itself. I don’t see it as a discipline 
in the sense of, say, economics, where scholars frequently agree 
on theory and methodology; political science is more a holding 
company for people interested in subjects that, by some stretch 
of the imagination, can be called “politics.” Understandably, this 
cacophony can sometimes lead to departmental conflict, but it 
can also disappear if one side wins all the hiring battles. More 
happily, though, it often allows scholars to follow their noses 
wherever they sniff out interesting problems. After all, 

Continued on page 2
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Professor Orbell first arrived at the UO in 1967. He earned status as a full professor 
after only six years, and from 1976 to 1979 served as the head of the Department of Politi-
cal Science. In addition to his current project, Orbell has received throughout his career 

more than a dozen grants from the National Science Foundation to 
conduct research projects. A study in the APSA journal PS ranked 
Orbell as one of the most frequent contributors to the American Po-
litical Science Review in the history of this leading journal, and he 
has also published in the leading journals of several other disciplines. 

Despite all the work Orbell has completed throughout his career, 
for many his most lasting impression will be his role as a friend and 
advisor. Jason Hartwig is currently an adjunct instructor at the UO. 
In 2007, he earned his PhD in political science, and knew Orbell not 
only as a research leader but as the head of his dissertation commit-
tee. 

“John was immensely supportive in helping me reintegrate back 
into academia, as well as in finding ways to pursue research that is outside the main-
stream of the field,” said Hartwig. “He is a dedicated scholar and mentor, and his assis-
tance has been instrumental to my academic pursuits.”

Continued from page 1
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Reflections on a Privileged Life
contemporary disciplinary boundaries were spelled out in the early twentieth 
century, and many problems that are interesting and important today require those 
boundaries to be crossed if they are to be adequately addressed.

If this rationalizes dilettantism, so be it; but it has worked for me. Starting 
with my dissertation on black student protest in the South, every topic I’ve covered 
has prompted research into an intersecting topic conventionally tied to a different 
discipline. Notably, “black protest” inspired later work on urban problems and 
sociology, which in turn got me thinking about how government officials and voters 
behave toward common problems. From there it was only a small jump to asking how 
people actually behaved toward such problems and to learning laboratory methods 
(largely from my collaborator, Robyn Dawes). After much work on that problem, 
and stimulated by evolutionary psychology’s concern with the human capacity for 
cooperation, I realized I had to learn some evolutionary theory, thus biology. How 
could cooperative dispositions evolve? One way of addressing that was via computer 
simulation, and with help from skilled friends got that line of work going. But it’s 
a short jump from cooperation in general to cooperation in warfare, and this led to 
dusting off my past in history. 

Now I find myself in the mother of all interdisciplinary collaborations, beginning 
a study modeling how world populations are likely to respond to climate change. This 
builds on skills developed with help from Oleg Smirnov, the leader of the project, 
but also from a climatologist, a mathematical statistician, an archaeologist, and a 
geographer. Methodologically, I’m on partially familiar ground here, having worked on 
simulations with Oleg before, but substantively I find myself having to grasp the basics 
of about six other disciplines bearing on our problem.

Beyond the great privilege of being an academic, my point is this: Disciplinary 
boundaries are an unfortunate barrier to pursuing problems that do not belong to 
any one discipline—and none actually do. The major charm of political science as 
a “nondiscipline” is the freedom it gives scholars to follow such problems, provided 
they can (1) wriggle past the question often posed by department heads of whether it 
is “really political science”; (2) find appropriately skilled collaborators when moving 
into an unknown discipline; and (3) build from a basis of skills developed for prior 
projects to address new ones.



Beyond the Lecture Hall: 
New Faculty Publications

The Department of Political Science is home to a flock of scholars in 
search of new knowledge, exemplified by rigorous course work and incessant 
note-taking. Yet this flock is not just composed of students. In the last year, 
four professors finished books in their areas of interest, representing the 
ongoing mission of each to understand the often abstract world of politics.

Deborah Baumgold studies political theory and the history of political 
thought. Her book, Contract Theory in Historical Context: Essays on Grotius, 
Hobbes, and Locke, contests the truism that the social contract is a modern 
idea. In these essays, written over a number of years, Baumgold shows that 
classic social-contract theory addressed the age-old issue of resistance to ty-
rants and assumed the framework of hereditary monarchy.

Gerald Berk’s research interests deal mostly with political economy from 
an American perspective. His book, Louis Brandeis and the Making of Regu-
lated Competition, 1900–1932, reveals a historical alternative to corporate 
capitalism. Berk describes a regulatory approach, conceptualized by Brandeis 
in the 1920s, in which governments reduce various forms of predation in the 
market, encouraging businesses to compete with better products and produc-
tion processes instead. He then cites cases in which government officials and 
trade associations successfully applied these limitations to demonstrate that 
Brandeis’s theory was realistic. This book was published in 2009, and since 
then has been a topic of discussion in a number of conferences. This October, 
it will be featured at the annual meeting of the Social Science History Asso-
ciation in Chicago.

Daniel HoSang specializes in U.S. racial politics and the history of social 
movements. His book, Racial Propositions: Ballot Initiatives and the Making 
of Postwar California, delves into the conflicted history behind the state’s 
ballot measures. Although famous for its liberal political culture, California 
has frequently witnessed citizen-born movements to repeal civil rights gains; 
for example, proposition 209 in 1996 made California the first state to ban af-
firmative action. HoSang dismisses this seemingly contradictory tendency as 
a product of conservatism, and instead bridges connections between the right 
and the left to explain how it has endured. The book, which is the result of 
over seven years of research, is now in the process of being published. Upon 
its release in October, HoSang plans to conduct a series of talks in California. 

 
Tuong Vu’s focus is comparative politics of development. His book, Paths 

to Development in Asia: South Korea, Vietnam, China, and Indonesia, was 
published last March after eight years of research. In the book, Vu attempts to 
explain the success and failure of economic development in developing coun-
tries based on Asian case studies. Challenging previous theories that empha-
size effective industrial policy or colonial legacies, Vu argues that historical 
patterns of state formation are crucial in determining the outcome. Wherever 
the political process of forming a new state out of former colonies gave birth 
to a cohesive and centralized state structure, successful development was 
more likely to follow.
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Martha Adler ’85  
John Atkins ’07  
Ethan Axtmann ’82  
Charlotte Glazer Baer ’66 and 

Michael Baer ’66
Monica and Richard Barron II ’89
Louise R. Barrow ’53 
Thomas Barry ’52  
William Bettencourt ’07  
Lillian ’76 and David Black ’73 
Zachary Blume ’06  
Kristin Ammerman Born ’98 and 

Justin Born ’98
Jean Brechan ’95  
Martha and Douglas Brown ’63
Mary Tobin and David Campbell ’84
Elliot Carlson ’60  
Nandita Chaudhuri ’00  
Mary Jo and Donald Clare ’61 
Kim Clark  
Lisa and Edward Colligan ’83 
Benjamin Cordell ’06  
Andrew Cummings ’90  
Judith Stiegler ’75 and 

Michael Dugan ’73
Molly Eness ’93 and 

Thomas Birkland ’84 
Claudia Miner and 

William Eubank ’78 
Janet McCormack Evered and 

Stephen Evered ’73
Patrick Fields ’09  
Foster Family Trust  
Cathleen and Michael Foster  
Carole and Robert Freitas ’74  
Jonah Fruchter ’07  
Susanne Baumann and 

John Gragg ’64 
Lucinda and Mark Gunderson ’71
Anna and Shawn Halsey ’01  
Kathleen Harris ’81 and 

Christopher Harris ’82 
Christine Haug-Chin ’80 and 

Gary Chin 
Kathy and Thomas Hewkin ’75 
Philip Howe ’06  
Heather Ingle ’00  
Jessie Janego ’07  
Michelle and Karl Jensen ’80  
Helen Spalding and Karl Johnson ’70
Rozanne Enerson Junker ’73
Floreine and Christopher Kahn ’89
Colin Kelly ’03
Jere Kersnar ’79  
Janet Henning Kleihauer ’60 and 

Brent Kleihauer
Alanson Kleinsorge ’73  
Valerie Wimer Kruczynski ’66 
Constance and Thomas Kulick ’70 
Trina ’76 and Thomas Laidlaw ’70 
M. E. Litzenberger and 

Mark Van Rossen ’78
Kay and Charles Lott ’72  
Laurel Bell ’84 and 

Timothy Love ’85 
Jessica ’06 and Jonathan Marks ’05 
Elizabeth McCaslin and 

Michael McCaslin ’83 
Amberson McCulloch ’67  
Jane ’63 and Arthur McEldowney 
Lois and Timothy McMenamin ’81 
Catherine Rudolph Melbye ’83 and

Richard Melbye ’83
Sarah and Kenneth Meuchel ’65 
Eugene Michaels ’78  
Estate of William C. Mitchell 
Joan Momsen ’64  
Leah and Darrell Murray ’74  
Ann Thompson Nelson ’87 and 

Hunt Nelson ’86
Summereen Nott ’97  
E. Cathy and Jay Oakman ’68 

Vicki and James Palmer Jr.  
Garren Pedemonte ’06 
Chrys Martin and John Pessia ’74 
Lynn and John Prag ’56  
Sarah Price Pruden ’67 and 

Henry Pruden ’68
Annie Quackenbush ’57  
John Reeder ’69  
Christine Rhoads ’81  
Mary ’80 and John Robinson  
Ronald Rosin ’68  
Matthew Sanford ’08  
Sherrill and Roger Scovil ’73
Trina ’97 and Duke Shanaman ’09 
Roshani O'Donell Shay ’68  
Linda and Chris Sielicky ’82  
Donald Smith ’47  
Fredrick Spreitzer ’81  
Bernice Stearns ’48  
Dawn ’91 and David Stephens 
Mark Stephens ’77  
Cheryl Streedain  
Betsy Lee Styskal ’61  
Christine ’79 and Curtis Tengan 
Becky Schick Tooley ’73 and 

Day Tooley 
Elizabeth Uchytil ’69  
Karen Neuburger Vickers ’88 and 

Damon Vickers
Joan and Robert Wadman ’57 
Robert Watrus ’87  
Ronald Weed ’66  
Laurie Farmer Whittemore ’74 and 

James Whittemore
Christina Wise  
Stephen Wright ’93  
Clifford Zukin ’73  

Deborah Baumgold published the book Contract Theory in Historical Context: Essays 
on Grotius, Hobbes, and Locke (Brill Academic Press, May 2010) and published the article 
“Slavery Discourse before the Restoration: The Barbary Coast, Justinian’s Digest, and 
Hobbes’s Political Theory” in History of European Ideas (July 2010).

Gerry Berk gave a presentation on “Collaborative Learning in American 
Manufacturing: A Quantitative Analysis of Associations in the 1920s” at Willamette 
University (October 2009), copublished (with Dennis Galvan) the article “How People 
Experience and Change Institutions: A Field Guide to Creative Syncretism” in Theory and 
Society (November 2009), and participated in an author-meets-critics panel at the Society 
for the Advancement of Socio-Economics, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (June 2010).

Jane Cramer presented the papers “A U.S. Grand Strategy of Restraint: Political 
Support and Resistance” at the National Security Conference, Charlotte, North Carolina 
(December 2009), and “Militarism and a Grand Strategy of Restraint” at the International 
Studies Association (ISA), New Orleans, Louisiana (February 2010).

John Davidson served as a panelist at the Power Shift West conference, Eugene, Oregon 
(November 2009), and at the symposium “Saving the Planet for Future Generations: 
Intergenerational Equity and Climate Change,” sponsored by the Wayne Morse Center, 
Eugene (March 2010).

These people made a donation to 
the Department of Political 

Science between July 1, 2009, 
and June 30, 2010

Thank you!

 If you would like to donate to the 
Department of Political Science, 

please see “Make a Difference” on 
page 7. 

Honor Roll 
of Donors

Faculty 
News



Faculty 
News, 
continued

Dennis Galvan published the chapters “Everyday Cultural Politics, Syncretism, and 
Cultural Policy” in the book International Cultural Policies and Power (Palgrave Macmillan, 
March 2010) and “Climate Change Effects in the Mano River Union” in Climate Change and 
National Security (Georgetown University Press, 2010), undertook teaching and research in 
Senegal, and gave presentations in France, South Africa, and South Korea.

Daniel HoSang presented the paper “On Intersectionality, Internal Hierarchies, and 
Interest Group Dilemmas: Rethinking a Research Framework” at the American Political 
Science Association (APSA), Washington, D.C. (September 2010), and published the book 
Racial Propositions: Ballot Initiatives and the Making of Postwar California (University of 
California Press, October 2010).

Karrie Koesel received a $100,000 grant from USC to study Christianity in Russia and 
China (April 2010); presented the papers “Dictatorships in Collaboration: Russian and 
Chinese Efforts to Stop Democratic Change” at the Midwest Political Science Association 
(MPSA), Chicago, Illinois (April 2010), and “Unholy Alliances? Religion and the State in 
China” at the Western Economic Association, Portland, Oregon (July 2010); and received 
the Aaron Wildavsky Dissertation Award from APSA for the best dissertation on religion 
and politics.

Richard Kraus published the chapters “Policy Case Study: The Arts” in Politics of 
China: An Introduction (Oxford University Press, March 2010) and “Let a Hundred Flowers 
Blossom, Let a Hundred Schools of Thought Contend” in Words and Their Stories: Essays 
on the Language of the Chinese Revolution (Brill Academic Press, November 2010).

Joseph Lowndes presented the paper “Barack Obama, the Body Politic, and the Contest 
over American National Identity” at the Western Political Science Association (WPSA), San 
Francisco, California (April 2010), and at APSA.

Mikhail Myagkov copresented the papers “Cultural Differences and the Effects of 
‘Sociality’ on Risk Taking” at MPSA and “Election Fraud or Rural-Urban Divide? An Agent-
Based Model of Russia’s Regional Politics” at APSA.

Craig Parsons published the articles “How—and How Much—are Sociological 
Approaches to the EU Distinctive?” in Comparative European Studies (April 2010) and 
“Revisiting the Single European Act” in Comparative Political Studies (June 2010); coedited 
the book Constructing the International Economy (Cornell University Press, June 2010); 
and presented the papers “Party Organization and the Delegation of Federal Authority: 
Comparing Cross-Issue Interference in the U.S. and the EU” at MPSA and “Ideas, Position, 
and Supranationality” at APSA. 

Priscilla Southwell published the articles “The Effect of 
Nomination Divisiveness on the 2008 Presidential Election” in PS: 
Political Science and Politics (April 2010), “A Backroom without the 
Smoke? Superdelegates and 2008 Democratic Nomination Process” 
in Party Politics (July 2010), and “A Panacea for Latino and Black 
Voters? Elevated Turnout in Vote-by-Mail Elections” in The Social 
Science Journal (2010), and became the head of the department on 
July 1, 2010.

Daniel Tichenor gave a presentation, “Immigration, Economic 
Security, and the American Labor Movement,” at Harvard University 
(September 2009), published the article “Navigating an American 
Minefield: The Politics of Illegal Immigration” in The Forum 
(October 2009), received an award for the best publication during the 
previous year from the Northeastern Political Science Association, and presented the papers 
“Freedom, Security, and Wartime Leadership: How Much Restraint Can Obama Exercise?” 
and “Immigration Control and the Undeserving Poor” at APSA. 

Tuong Vu published the articles “The Vietnam War as a Vietnamese War: Agency and 
Society in the Study of the Second Indochina War” in the Journal of Vietnamese Studies 
(October 2009) and “Studying the State through State Formation” in World Politics (January 
2010); coedited the book Dynamics of the Cold War in Asia: Ideology, Identity, and Culture 
(Palgrave Macmillan, December 2009); and published the book Paths to Development in 
Asia: South Korea, Vietnam, China, and Indonesia (Cambridge University Press, March 
2010). 

Priscilla Yamin received a research grant from the UO Center for the Study of Women 
in Society, and presented the papers “Is Marriage a Political Institution?” at WPSA and 
“Sixties Culture Wars, Loving, and the Politics of Marriage, Race, and Gender” at APSA. 
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Graduate 
Student 

News

Bruno Anili presented the paper “Liberal Incorporations: Kymlicka, Putnam, Pettit, 
and the Grammar of Hegemony” at WPSA, completed his PhD, and began a job as an as-
sistant professor at Susquehanna University.

Dan Andersen presented the paper “Doing Democracy in Person: Young, Buber, and 
the Role of Face-to-Face Encounter for Communicative Democracy” at MPSA.

Sarah Cate presented the paper “‘The Better Way to Fight Crime’: Interest Groups, 
Political Narratives, and Policy Construction on the Oregon Ballot” at WPSA.

Clay Cleveland received the Rozanne Junker Graduate Award and presented the 
paper “Legitimacy in International Relations: The UN Security Council and the Use of 
Force” at the ISA.

Joseph Deckert presented the papers “Simulating Election Fraud” at MPSA and 
“Election Fraud or Rural-Urban Divide? An Agent-Based Model of Russia’s Regional 
Politics” at APSA, and copresented (with Ted Duggan) the paper “Buying the Bailout: 
Corruption and the Distribution of TARP Funds” at WPSA.

Ted Duggan presented the paper “Iraq: A Neoconservative War for Profits” at WPSA.
Tamas Golya presented the papers “U.S. Dependence on Foreign Oil and U.S. For-

eign Policy” at ISA and “Oil Production Peaks and Past and Future International Rela-
tions” at WPSA.

Brian Guy presented the paper “Reproductive Justice on the Ballot: Race, Gender, 
and Subject Formation within California’s Parental Notification Initiatives” at WPSA.

Jennifer Henke completed her PhD (November 2009).
Leif Hoffman received the Thomas Hovet Award for GTF Instructors and an Ernst 

Haas Fellowship from the European Union Studies Association, and presented the 
paper “Land of the Free, Home of the (Un)Regulated: Public Procurement in the EU and 
the USA” at APSA.

Kelley Littlepage presented the paper “Evolving Jurispru-
dence: Supranational and National Courts in Western Europe” at 
ISA.

Evgeniya Lukinova copresented the paper “Cultural Differ-
ences and the Effects of ‘Sociality’ on Risk Taking” at MPSA.

Forrest Nabors received a summer fellowship from Princeton 
University and presented the paper “Changes to the Early Ameri-
can Political Regime as an Explanation for Post-Reconstruction 
Racism” at APSA.

Sean Parson presented the papers “Confronting Order: Food 
Not Bombs and Resistance to Neoconservative Urban Regimes, 
San Francisco, 1992–1996” and “Climate Contradictions: Anar-
chist Theory and Practice in Response to the Climate Crisis” at 

WPSA, completed his PhD, and began a job as an assistant professor at the University of 
Alaska at Fairbanks.

Karen Peters Van Essen completed her PhD (November 2009).
Ryan Smith completed his PhD (October 2009).
Jay Steinmetz presented the paper “Others across the Courtyard: Existential Femi-

nism and Hitchcock’s Rear Window” at MPSA.
Jeremy Strickler presented the paper “The Repudiation and Construction of Presi-

dential Foreign Policy Commitments” at WPSA.

Prince Lucien 
Campbell Hall, 

home of the political 
science department
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Alumni: Keep in Touch

We enjoy hearing from our alumni. Please complete this card and send us your news. You 
may also submit your news online at polisci.uoregon.edu/alumninews.php. We will include your 
news in the next issue of Political Science.

Name____________________________________________ Year graduated ____________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________State______ ZIP ___________

Telephone (home)_______________________________ (business) ___________________

E-mail ______________________________________________________________________

Professional title ____________________________________________________________

Company name ______________________________________________________________

Your news __________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

Return to: Class Notes, Department of Political Science, 1284 University of Oregon, Eugene OR 97403-1284

Alumni 
News

Make a 
Difference

The UO’s annual fund 
campaign is now under 
way. When you get 
a call from a student 
asking for an annual 
gift, please remember 
to mention the political 
science department. 
Your gift makes a great 
difference in what the 
department can do to 
enhance the educational 
opportunities for our 
students and provide 
valuable research and 
instructional resources 
for our faculty. You 
can make a donation 
online at supportuo 
.uofoundation.org.
Designate your gift to 
the political science 
department. Thank you 
for your generosity.

Stephen Baker ’82 is the presiding judge of the Superior Court of California, County of Shasta.
Jessica Bradley ’03 is working as a labor relations adjudicator and mediator for the 

Washington State Public Employment Relations Commission. She was recently appointed by 
Governor Gregoire to serve on the Interagency Committee of State-Employed Women.

Louis Capobianco ’00 is the legislative director for Governor Ted Strickland in 
Columbus, Ohio.

Marcy Everest ’94 is coauthor with Vincent Frank Bedogne of the newly published book 
Commonsense Guide to Current Affairs.

Joan Franklin ’67 taught political science at Saint Louis University and Bowling Green State 
University before spending twenty-five years at Wilberforce University (the oldest HBCU in the 
U.S.), teaching political science, coaching debate, and being prelaw advisor. She retired in 2005 
and moved from Ohio to Portland, where she spends time writing her memoirs, swimming, 
potting, knitting, and enjoying her grandchildren.

Laura Jenkins ’05 just finished her first year of law school at the University of Virginia. She 
spent the last few years after graduation working for the federal government as the confidential 
assistant to the general counsel at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and at the White 
House in the Office of the Chief of Staff and the Office of Strategic Initiatives and External Affairs.

Eric Leklem ’96 is the senior strategy advisor in the office of Jacob L. Lew, deputy secretary 
for management and resources at the U.S. Department of State, for the ongoing Quadrennial 
Diplomacy and Development Review.

Andre Nakazawa ’07 wrapped up a year working as the associate producer of the 
documentary Papers, a film about undocumented immigrant youth, and was hired as a staff 
assistant for U.S. Senator Ron Wyden.

Noah Ross ’96 recently assumed duties as the regional security officer for the U.S. Consulate 
General in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. In this role, he acts as the primary security advisor to the 
consul general and the chief U.S. law enforcement representative to Mexican police and military 
within this region.

Jeff Schimmel ’95 has been a firefighter-paramedic and an organic farmer, and is now a turf 
manager for the San Francisco Giants and the Harding Park Golf Course, home of the 2009 PGA 
President’s Cup.

Rebecca Shively ’07 was accepted into the Congressional Hunger Center’s 2010–11 class of 
Bill Emerson National Hunger Fellows.
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From the Department Head
take over the role of department head this year from Lars Skalnes, who served 
effectively, fairly, and courageously in this capacity for five years—a departmental 

record!  I served as department head previously, from 1998 to 2001, and a lot has 
changed since then. The number of political science majors has skyrocketed to 824 from 
438, second only to psychology in the College of Arts and Sciences, and fourth largest 
in the university. And we continue to attract a growing number of other students who 
are simply interested in politics. Perhaps this increase can be attributed to global and 
national events, but I think it is also due to our extraordinary faculty members who 
remain dedicated to teaching and research excellence.  In the past decade, many of our 
faculty members have won teaching awards or grants from prestigious funding sources, 
and written many scholarly books and articles. I am especially delighted at the caliber 
of our junior faculty members. And, of course, the students seem to get more engaging 
(and younger) every year! 

I wish to offer special thanks to those of you who have contributed to our depart-
ment in recent years. This year we were especially pleased to offer “Great Expectations: 
Obama and the Politics of Reform,” jointed with the Wayne Morse Center. Such contri-
butions made this speaker series possible and also facilitated a considerable portion of 
the faculty and graduate student research described in this newsletter.

We are delighted to welcome two new faculty members to our department this fall.  
Alison Gash received her PhD from the University of California, Berkeley. Her area of 

expertise is public law; specifically, she works in the area of parental rights. 
She will teach classes on the U.S. Supreme Court, legal process, and gender 
and the law. Will Terry comes from the University of California, San Diego. His 
research focuses on the policy implications of voter turnout, and political in-
stitutions and democratic stability. He will teach classes on U.S. Congress, in-
troduction to U.S. politics, and southern politics, as well as one of our gradu-
ate courses on quantitative methods and analysis. This year we look forward to 
our search for an assistant professor with expertise in Latin American politics.

—Priscilla Southwell

Department of 
Political Science 
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