
Political Science 111, CRN 42433, Summer 2019 

an INTRODUCTION to POLITICAL SCIENCE  

(a little bit of everything you always wanted to know about politics, 

but were too afraid to ask) 

instructor: Alberto Lioy  

online office hours: Wednesdays 9-12 AM  

e-mail: alioy@uoregon.edu 

Canvas: PS 111 

office: 840 PLC (tallest building on campus!) 

- * - * - 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES  

 There is no escaping it, ever so often, politics gets talked about as inherently bad for society. 

Politicians are blamed for getting nothing done, for being corrupt, or perhaps for being simply out-of-

touch with people. Meanwhile economists cry that if only we left the markets alone, we would all be 

much better-off. But is that an accurate picture of what politics is?  

 As the story goes, modern politics was born with the Greek polis, or city-state, but today we 

generally think about it in terms of power relationships. Wherever there are decisions to be made, in a 

state, a bureaucracy, a city, a business, actually in any type of organization, including the families that 

you come from, and the ones you’ll have in your future, there is politics. 

 So, why study politics? First of all, because its impact is so strong in our societies, that if we 

don’t understand it, we’re just going to be subject to it without being able to influence it. Second, and 

most importantly, because the human race is naturally social and cooperative, and as the study of 

collective action, political science gives insight on human relations. 

 This course offers you the tools to sort through and grasp politics on your own terms, it teaches 

you how to think about politics in a critical way. It teaches you to see the choices we face in political 

life: alternative ideologies, alternative institutions and policies around the world, and alternative ways 

to explain the politics that surround you.  

 With these tools we will survey and debate a variety of key topics in political life: the sovereign 

state, democracy, collective action, representation, policy-making, the politics of the economy, 

authoritarian governments and democratization, and globalization. On most of these topics we will give 
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special attention to how politics in the United States compares to politics in other places, giving you 

opportunities to develop your own critical thinking about what to appreciate, defend, criticize, or 

change in the politics around you.  

 The expected learning outcomes for students are to be able to: 

 1) Evaluate alternative arrangements of political institutions and practices around the world, 

including kinds of governments, forms of political participation, systems of representation, policy-

making processes, ideologies, and economic policies and regulations. This is why you will do weekly 

readings and a series of small quizzes. 

 2) Engage critically with the political material that comes from books, articles, videos and news 

sources of any sort. This is why you will write a short essay and record a video during this class. 

 3) Have meaningful conversations about politics with your peers or anyone else, during the 

course of this class, and, more importantly, after this class is done! College students often feel silenced, 

and barred from having political conversations in front of older people. This is why 20% of this class’ 

grade depends on your participation, which includes answering your classmates’ posts. 

 As a broad introduction to a core social science discipline that covers a wide range of issues 

across history and places, this course satisfies the Social Sciences group requirements.  

– * – * – 

 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS  

 The course IS NOT SELF-PACED, since it includes weekly activities where you have to 

read and participate to discussions, but at the same time it has only two hard deadlines, so that you 

can conceivably a bit of the work from one week into the next. 

  The two main assignments are due at the end of weeks 2 and 5. In these weeks, my personal 

suggestion is that you get all the readings, your commentaries and my videos done a couple of days in 

advance, so that you have two or three full days to work on your assignments. The hard deadlines are 

on SUNDAYS at 11:00pm and on WEDNESDAY at 11:00pm.  

 You MUST look at Canvas regularly to see what you need to do each week and access 

instructions, discussions, and videos. Evaluation will be based on the following assignments and weights:  

 - Reading and quizzes = 20% of your grade 

 - Video project = 20% of your grade 

 - Final exam = 40% of your grade 

 - Participation = 20% of your grade 



 The reading/quizzes grade is an automatic calculation in REVEL: you get points for having 

read sections, and points for the easy embedded quizzes. See the documents in the dedicated folder for 

specific instructions for the two big assignments. Please do NOT email them to me, unless there are 

problems with Canvas. Just submit them in the course page. 

 Last, the participation grade is based on how you contribute to the class and interact with your 

classmates. All of this is done on Canvas through the Group that you’re assigned to at the beginning of 

class (look under “people”, then “groups” on Canvas). At its most basic level, it entails that you post at 

least a newspaper article from one of the listed media sources every week, that you write a comment to 

go with it, and that answer to one of your classmates’ post on Canvas. Each week. 

– * – * – 

 

HOW TO COMMUNICATE AND ENGAGE WITH ME  

 Communication with the instructor is even more important in an online course than in a course 

thought in a physical classroom, since a lack of in-person interaction can easily lead to 

misunderstandings. You must use these channels to fully get at the learning potential of the class: 

 1) email me, preferably through the Canvas messaging system, but also directly at my UO 

email address from your UO email address (if you email from another provider I might have no idea of 

who you are!) Remember to put “PS 111” as the subject of the email, no matter what it’s 

about. If your question would be of interest to others in the class, I will post my response on our course 

page. 

 2) join my web chat office hours, through the chat function on Canvas. They are Tuesdays 10-

12 PM, and I will also be physically present in my office (PLC 840) during those hours. Please send me 

an email, if you’d like to meet face to face or in a web chat at other times.  

– * – * – 

 

COURSE MATERIALS  

 This online course requires access to a computer with a reliable internet connection, a webcam 

and a microphone. You will be able to most readings and even some assignments on other devices if 

necessary (a tablet is fine), but for some things you will need a connected computer, a webcam and a 

microphone (SPOILER ALERT: you have will have to record a video to complete an 



assignment!). In case you don’t have a personal computer to record the video, you can borrow one 

from the university or use a public one from a lab.  

 Newspaper and magazine articles are posted on the Canvas site, while the theoretical core of the 

class comes in one required textbook, Introduction to Political Science: How to Think for Yourself about 

Politics, written by Prof. Craig Parsons, head of our Political Science Department! Feel free to send him 

an email at the end of the class if you like his textbook, or, even better, you have critical commentary 

about it. I can assure you that he definitely appreciates. 

 You are required to purchase the online REVEL version of Craig Parsons’ “Introduction to 

Political Science, 1e” for this course. REVEL is the online e-book platform created by Pearson 

Publishing, set up to work easily on any platform with internet access: computer, tablet, phone. While 

access to REVEL is required, the printed version of this text is optional. YOU DO NOT GET THE 

BOOK AT THE UO BOOKSTORE. Purchase a REVEL access code directly online. It is about $55, 

with optional hard copy mailed to you for an additional $19.99. 

 How do you use REVEL? 

 1) In your browser, enter the Invite Link. Please use a recommended browser like Google 

Chrome, Firefox, or Safari.  

 2) Sign in with your Pearson Account. If you already have a Username and Password for 

another Pearson technology (i.e. MyMathLab), please use it; if you don’t, please create one using your 

UO email address. Once you’ve signed in, you’ll be directed to your REVEL account and your course 

will appear.  

 3) Select this course (PS 111) under “My Courses” and choose the “purchase access online” 

option access option. There is a free trial if you are waiting for financial aid, and you can also add the 

option of the print upgrade at this point. 

 If you have any questions, you can also watch a short video on how to register for REVEL. To 

access REVEL throughout the semester log onto the Pearson console web site. Make sure to bookmark 

that URL and NOT the course invite link. Remember to always use the same username and password 

to log in. If any issues arise, check out Pearson’s support website. They also have a telephone number: 

(855) 875-1801. 

 In addition, you must be able to navigate in and use Canvas. For answers to your question 

about Canvas, ask the UO Libraries Computer Help Desk, Knight Library, 1st floor, past the Reference 

Desk. 

– * – * – 



CLASS POLICIES 

 First and foremost: don’t take this class because you think it’s easy, and just because it’s 

an introductory class offered online. I assign a fair amount of work and I expect you to do it all. In fact, 

in many ways I believe that this class will be harder than the in-person version of the same 

course. This is because you might not be as used to interacting with your colleagues AND doing group 

work online, which is a skill that can only be acquired through practice, and experience. On my side, I 

can promise you I will follow your progress and help you through the whole eleven weeks. Don’t expect 

to check your assignments at the end of the week and be able to submit them the following day. 

 Since all of the deadlines are announced well in advance, no extensions are granted, unless 

in case of serious health problems (with a doctor’s note in support). Late assignments are accepted, but 

lose a half-letter grade every 24 hours, starting from 5 minutes after the deadline. Similarly, no 

“incompletes” will be possible in this course, except in case of health emergencies.  

 Be respectful of your classmates. Since this class attempts to create a community of 

learners over the course of ten weeks, which is not easy without in-person contacts, we need everybody’s 

collaboration. This includes being respectful of each other’s opinions, as the class content is political, 

and of the way they express themselves. Needless to say, cursing or strong language are strictly 

forbidden. 

 Submit grading disputes in writing. If you want to dispute a grade on an essay or exam, please 

submit a description of your concerns at least 24 hours after you have received the grade in question. 

The 24 hours should be used as a cooling off period. Please note, that if I do, I will review the entire 

exam or paper, which can also result in a lower grade.  

 Last but not least, use your own words, and don’t cheat. I use my own software to compare 

essays and exams to multiple databases. Plagiarism is serious business, as is cheating/having someone 

else write your essays. The fact that there are no closed-book assignments in this class DOES NOT 

MEAN that you can copy from the book or the articles. I will always expect you to elaborate on 

the material and use your own words. At the very least cheating or plagiarism will result in failing 

the class; such cases will also be brought to the attention of the university, as required by university 

policy. See details at the student life plagiarism website.  

– * – * – 

 

 



SPECIAL NEEDS & UO SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY  

 UO is working to create inclusive learning environments. If there are aspects of the instruction 

or design of this course that result in disability-related barriers to your participation, please notify me 

as soon as possible. You may also wish to contact Disability Services directly at their email address or 

in person at 164 Oregon Hall, telephone (541) 346-1155. 

 On discrimination and sexual harassment, all faculty and staff share in the responsibility to 

create a safe learning environment for all students and for the campus as a whole. As members of the 

campus community, all faculty and staff (other than those designated as confidential reporters) are 

designated as responsible employees and therefore have the duty to report any instances of sexual 

harassment, sexual violence and/or other forms of prohibited discrimination. If a student would prefer 

to share information about sexual harassment, sexual violence or discrimination to a confidential 

employee who does not have this reporting responsibility, a list of those individuals can be found at the 

service webpage. Each resource is clearly labelled as either “required reporter,” “confidential UO 

employee,” or “off-campus,” to allow you to select your desired level of confidentiality.  

– * – * – 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE  

 This reading schedule is posted in Canvas, and so are all non-textbook based readings (available 

in the weekly material folders) and all the assignment guides. At the beginning of every week I will post 

three short video lectures/comments that you should watch. They are not summaries of the readings 

and do not replace them. 

 If the pages to read in a week seem too many, consider that this class is normally taught over 

ten weeks over a Monday/Wednesday/Friday schedule, where you’d read 10-15 pages every two/three 

days instead of 80-ish during a whole week. Feel free to break the readings into smaller parts! 

 

 *** IMPORTANT ***  

 Before you read anything else please do the following: 

 - watch my INTRODUCTORY VIDEO on Canvas, 

 - read “A day at the park” by Kostas Kiriakakis, also available online 

 - read the GUIDE to the first assignment, which is due at the end of week 2.  

Got it? Ok, let’s get started. 



WEEK ONE (ideally, read by Friday 7/26) 

Kiriakakis, Kostas “A day at the park”, webcomic, 2010 

CHAPTER ONE pages 1-18 [what is politics? – escaping politics – description/philosophy/science – 

material/institutional/cultural explanations] 

a silly but accurate depiction of why I don’t assign a long “research” paper. 

CHAPTER THREE pages 61-87 [public opinion – liberalism – conservatism – socialism – fascism – 

environmentalism – political Islam] 

Edwards, Lee. “What Is Conservatism.” National Review, 22 Oct. 2018. 

“Ten Conservative Principles.” (adapted from) Kirk, Russell. The Politics of Prudence. ISI Books, 1993. 

– * – * –  

 

WEEK TWO (ideally, read by Friday 8/2) 

CHAPTER 4, only pages 93-122 [state sovereignty – nation states – federalism – citizenship – failed 

states – ideological views of the state – Afghanistan]  

Keating, Joshua. “Learning to Live With a Changing World Map.” The New York Times, 22 Sept. 2017. 

Ramutsindela, Maano. “A Post-Colonial Africa, Drawn by Nature and Culture.” The New York Times, 

4 July 2014. 

Özoğlu, Hakan. “Lessons From the Idea, and Rejection, of Kurdistan.” The New York Times, 5 July 

2014. 

Garreau, Joel. “Nine Nations of America, Thirty Years Later.” The New York Times, 5 July 2014. 

Jacobs, Frank. “Why China Will Reclaim Siberia.” The New York Times, 5 July 2014. 

CHAPTER 5, only pages 127-162 [democracy – liberalism – authoritarianism – critiques of democracy – 

China] 

Xinhua Agency. “China Unveils Cabinet Restructuring Plan.” China Daily, 14 Mar. 2018. 

Copper, John. “Western Media Reveal China Bias.” China Daily, 5 Feb. 2018. 

– * – * – 

 

WEEK THREE (ideally, read by Friday 8/9) 

CHAPTER 6 pages 167-193 [participation – forms of collective action – USA – France – China – voter 

turnout in the USA] 

Cole, Jonathan. “Ignorance Does Not Lead to Election Bliss.” The Atlantic, 8 Nov. 2016. 

Beck, Julie, and Caroline Kitchener. “Early Signs of a Youth Wave.” The Atlantic, 6 Nov. 2018. 



CHAPTER 7, only pages 198-230 [single-member-district – proportional representation – mixed systems 

– political parties – party strength – presidentialism vs parliamentarism] 

Mansour, Renad. “What to Expect from Iraq’s Election on Saturday.” The Washington Post, 7 May 

2018. 

Al-Ali, Zaid. “Why Iraq’s Surprising Election Doesn’t Signal Major Changes.” The Washington Post, 16 

May 2018. 

– * – * – 

 

WEEK FOUR (ideally read by Friday 8/16) 

CHAPTER 8, only pages 241-273 of Parsons’ book [executive branch – legislative branch – bureaucracy 

– civil service – judiciary branch – common law/code law/judicial review] 

Ferns, Sue. “If the Government Is Serious about Civil Service Reform, It Should Act Now.” The 

Guardian, 21 Jan. 2013. 

Birrell, Ian. “The Civil Service: a Monster in Whitehall.” The Guardian, 15 July 2013. 

Brindle, David. “Public Sector Job Cuts: Is the Tide Finally Turning?” The Guardian, 3 Sept. 2018. 

Serwotka, Mark. “Civil Servants' Pay Has Stagnated for a Decade. They Need a Real Rise.” The 

Guardian, 10 Sept. 2018. 

CHAPTER 11 pages 350-394 [authoritarian regimes – hybrid regimes – challenges of democratization – 

ideology – the Arab Spring – war in Syria] 

“Bashar in the Steps of His Father; Has Syria Changed under Bashar?” The Economist, 24 Mar. 2001. 

"Can it get together? Syria's opposition." The Economist, 3 Sept. 2011  

"Bashar's pyrrhic triumphs; Syria's uprising." The Economist, 24 Mar. 2012  

"The ebb and flow of horror; Syria's civil war." The Economist, 19 Apr. 2014  

"Last rebels standing; The fate of Idlib." The Economist, 8 Sept. 2018. 

 

 

FINAL ASSIGNMENT due on Wednesday 8/21, 11:00 p.m. 


