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PS 205 Introduction to International Relations  
(On-Line Version) 

 Summer 2019 –8/19 -9/15/2019 
Dr. Jane K. Cramer 

jkcramer@uoregon.edu 
 

Office hours: PLC 813; Wednesdays 10am-1pm 
 
Course Description 

This self-paced course will introduce you to the core concepts and theories in the field 
of international relations within political science today. This course is an essential 
prerequisite for all upper division international relations classes in political science. 
International relations in political science examines the patterns of how and why states relate 
to each other in various ways across time. Why are there wars? Why are some states steady 
allies and other states enemies? Do democracies choose to be allies with each other, and do 
democracies choose to fight and oppose dictators? Or are big states automatically enemies 
and rivals, while small states seek protection?  What is “international political economy” and 
why are some countries rich while others are poor? Will free trade and capitalism help fix this 
problem or deepen the divide between rich and poor? Will the world keep improving human 
rights generally? Or is human rights a weakening concept when nationalism/racism 
increases? Why does the world fail to stop genocide or massive refugee crises? Why do most 
countries have a hard time cooperating to prevent global environmental problems? The 
textbook, brief articles and videos and other course resources on Canvas will expose you to a 
wide variety of current substantive puzzles in international relations, and introduce you to 
the theoretical tools used to understand international relations today. The primary text for 
this class takes the position that no single theoretical paradigm, (such as the three main 
approaches today: realism, liberalism, constructivism) applies equally well to war, political 
economy, human rights or the environment, but all paradigms need to be understood to 
analyze these issues fully. This course very quickly provides a brief history and framework for 
understanding international relations. Then major theories are introduced to provide 
interpretive frameworks for understanding what is happening in the world. Then major 
issues of security, economics, international law and human rights, and the environment are 
presented and analyzed using the theoretical lenses.  
 
Required Text: 
 Essentials of International Relations 

EIGHTH EDITION  

(with InQuizitive) 
Mingst, McKibben, and Arreguín-Toft 
Ebook: 978-0-393-67518-4 
 
You will purchase this book through Canvas because it is integrated into Canvas! 
($40.00 for Ebook with InQuizitive.) 

 

 
-Do NOT purchase older versions of the textbook, or other versions without 
InQuizitve (such as the PDF version).  You need the Ebook version with InQuizitive to 
work through the chapter activities. This is available to purchase through the Canvas 
website. 
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Evaluation: 

You will have to complete chapter activities and video quizzes (20%), 11 chapter quizzes 
(30%), three brief essays (15%), and then the final exam (35%) by Friday, September 
13th  at 8 pm (PST). If you cannot write the exam on Friday September 13th,  you can 
Possibly arrange to take the final earlier, or choose to write a final research paper 
(2,000-3,000 words/7-10 pages) instead of taking the final exam, which you would also 
submit through Canvas (which will be checked by Vericite for plagiarism.) The research 
paper should be completed also by Friday, September 13th at 8pm), but can also be 
submitted early, with extra research, to be eligible for up to 5% extra credit if completed 
extremely well, by Wednesday, September 11th  by 8pm. There will be paper guidelines 
available on Canvas to help guide an excellent final research project if you would like to 
pursue this option instead of writing the take-home final. Throughout the term you may 
proceed at your own pace on the chapter quizzes, but you will be urged to complete 
approximately 3 chapters per week to remain on pace to complete this fast-paced 
intensive course in four weeks. You will complete the InQuizitive activities, and the 
global perspectives activities and video excercises as you read through the chapters 
(these are really thoughtful participation points!).   However, if you choose to take the 
final essay exam instead of writing a research paper, then the completion of the final 
exam will happen on Friday, September 13th. I will e-mail the final exam to you at 
8:00am on Friday, September 13th, and it must be completed by 8:00pm on the same 
day. It will consist of three essay questions, drawn from a list of essay questions (so 
everyone will not have the same exam), and you will need to submit your completed 
essay exam (of 8-12 pages/ approximately 3,000 words) through Canvas (and it will be 
checked by Vericite for plagiarism). 

 
QUIZZES and other Chapter activities (50%) - All quizzes will be taken on-line via CANVAS. 
The quizzes are the last item in the module for each chapter.  It is highly suggested that you 
work your way through all of the items and exercises for each chapter and then take the quiz 
after you have read the chapter and done all of the chapter exercises and reviewed for that 
chapter. Thirty percent (30%) of your final grade for the class will be based on these 11 
chapter quizzes, all taken on-line via CANVAS. You will have 35 minutes to take each quiz, and 
there are 25 questions in each quiz. You are also required to thoughtfully complete all 
assigned global perspectives and/or brief video exercises (10%) and InQuizitive activities 
(10%)—all of which if done thoughtfully will be easy to complete fully successfully (these 
help you practice/study!) 
 
Brief Essays (15%) – You will be asked to write three brief essays, each 2-3 pages, and each 
worth 5% of your final grade. Each essay will be completed as you work through the course 
(first essay on realism after ch.3; second essay after ch.7 on political economy and liberalism; 
third essay after ch.10 on human rights and constructivism). These essays will help prepare 
you for the final, which will also take the form of three brief essays on realism, liberalism and 
constuctivism applied to major world issues. 
 
FINAL EXAM or Research Paper (35%) – The final exam (worth 35% of your grade) must be 
completed on Friday September 13th , between 8:00am and 8:00pm (PST).  You will have only 
this ONE chance to take this final exam (unless you make a different arrangement with me). 
The final exam will be based directly on the material of each chapter, especially the global 
perspectives and video exercises provided on-line, and the discussion questions about each 
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chapter within InQuizitive. Preparing for the quizzes will help prepare you for the final exam. 
If you cannot take the final exam on September 13th, you will need to choose the Research 
Paper option (worth 35% of your grade in lieu of the final). This option will require you to 
follow closely the research paper guidelines on Canvas, including conducting research using 
the library, and writing up a critical analysis based on course materials and your own 
research. Completing a research paper instead of the final exam will allow you to complete 
the course fully at your own pace before Friday September 13th at 8:00pm. The research 
paper option also potentially allows you to do a better final project for this class, 
demonstrating deep engagement. 
 
Grading Scale: 
 
A   = 94 - 110  C+ = 77 - 79  
A-‐ = 90 - 93  C = 74 - 76  
B+ = 87 - 89  C- = 70 - 73  
B = 84 - 86  D+ = 67 - 69  
B- = 80 - 83  D = 60 – 66 
 
 
Technological  Requirements: 
 

 You will need regular access to a computer with web access.  
 No incompletes can be given for this course due to its web-based nature. If you do not 

complete a Chapter quiz for any reason, you will receive a “0.” If you have trouble 
accessing any quiz, please contact me immediately.   

 All quizzes and the final exam (or paper) must be completed by 8:00 pm, Friday, 
September 13, 2019. 

 PS 205 cannot be repeated for credit – the traditional lecture course PS 205 and the 
independent study/distance education course PS 205 are treated as the same course 
by the Registrar’s office. 

 Please email me directly with any questions from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday-Friday, and I 
will respond within 24 hours. My office hours on campus are Wednesdays, 10am-
1:00pm, PLC 813. You can e-mail, call, and I will try chatting through Canvas during 
office hours. You may also come see me in person! 

 
Class Web Sites: 
 

 CANVAS This web site is the main web site used for this class. T h e  
t e x t b o o k ,  a l l  q u i z z e s  a n d  a s s i g n m e n t s ,  a n d  all class 
information will be run through this website.  

 Chapter Quizzes, Activities, brief essays and Final Exam– all due Friday, 
September 13th at 8 pm. 

 
The chapter quizzes can be found in CANVAS as the last item within each set of modules for 
each chapter. It will be best for you to read the chapter, then work your way through each of 
the items under that chapter in order. After studying the chapter materials, including reading, 
watching the Powerpoint, doing the InQuizitive activities as you read, studying and completing 
the global perspectives and/or video exercises. You then can briefly review with the 
flashcards, and chapter review. You then will be prepared to take the Chapter quiz. Each Quiz 
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is 25 questions. You need to take one quiz for each chapter. Again--you will be given 35 
minutes to take each chapter quiz.  After completing the test, please make sure you press the 
submit button about 30 seconds before the 35 minute time limit because it takes the system 
about that long to process your quiz. NOTE: you must finish the quiz within the time allotted 
or you will not get a grade.  If for some reason you lose a connection, or do not finish for a 
technical reason, please contact me immediately. ALSO PLEASE contact me if English is not 
your first language and the time limit is too difficult, or there is some other compelling reason 
you need more time. Of course, if you go through AEC, this is simple. 
 --The University of Oregon is working to create inclusive learning environments. Please notify me 
if there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in disability-related barriers 
to your participation. You are also encouraged to contact the Accessible Education Center in 360 
Oregon Hall at 541-346-1155 or uoaec@uoregon.edu.  

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: It is a violation of the UO Student Conduct Code to open the required textbook 
or other materials during a quiz, collaborate or consult with another person during a quiz, 
share questions or answers with others, print out the quiz, or use a quiz or quiz answers 
provided by another person, or to pay another person or organization to assist you in taking 
these quizzes. If you engage in any of these activities even once, your grade for all the quizzes 
will be a zero, which will make it essentially impossible to pass the class. 
Chapter 1: Approaches to International Relations 
Chapter 2: The Historical Context of Contemporary International Relations 
Chapter 3: International Relations Theories 
Chapter 4: Levels of Analysis 
Chapter 5: The State and the Tools of Statecraft 
Chapter 6: War and Security 
Chapter 7: International Cooperation and International Law 
Chapter 8: International Political Economy 
Chapter 9: Intergovernmental Organizations and Nongovernmental Organizations 
Chapter 10: Human Rights 
Chapter 11: Human Security: Migration, Global Health and the Environment 
 
NOTE: In the past some students have worked together to cheat. In order to stop cheating, I 
will be monitoring your steady progress throughout the course. You can really do this class 
whenever it fits in your schedule, which may be by doing it early in the course and quickly, or 
slow and steady. If you attempt to do the class very, very quickly, all at the end, in too short of 
time, I will be able to see this. If I suspect from watching your progress in the class that you 
have cheated, you will need to prove to me individually that you did not cheat before I will 
give you a passing grade.  No need to worry if you do your own work. This will be evident. 
Thank you in advance for not cheating and making my life difficult. 
 
Academic Misconduct: The University Student Conduct Code (available at conduct.uoregon.edu) defines academic 
misconduct. Students are prohibited from committing or attempting to commit any act that constitutes academic 
misconduct. By way of example, students should not give or receive (or attempt to give or receive) unauthorized help 
on assignments or examinations without express permission from the instructor. Students should properly acknowledge 
and document all sources of information (e.g. quotations, paraphrases, ideas) and use only the sources and resources 
authorized by the instructor. If there is any question about whether an act constitutes academic misconduct, it is the 
students’ obligation to clarify the question with the instructor before committing or attempting to commit the act. 
Additional information about a common form of academic misconduct, plagiarism, is available at 
researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism.  

 
Learning Outcomes: This class will provide students with a basic introduction to 
understanding the causes of international conflict and cooperation in security, economics, 

http://researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism
http://researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism
http://researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism
http://researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism
http://researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism
http://researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism
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human rights and the environment, as well as better understanding theoretical approaches to 
the study of conflict and cooperation internationally.  This course will help students develop 
the critical skills of identifying, describing and defining basic factual information and 
analytical concepts concerning the international political system, and the multitude of 
transnational actors. Students will also learn to analyze political issues and phenomena using 
political science concepts and theories.  
 
Title IX:  I am a student-directed employee. For information about my reporting obligations as an employee, 
please see Employee Reporting Obligations. Students experiencing any form of prohibited discrimination or 
harassment, including sex or gender based violence, may seek information on safe.uoregon.edu, 
respect.uoregon.edu, titleix.uoregon.edu, or aaeo.uoregon.edu or contact the nonconfidential Title IX office (541-
346-8136), AAEO office (541-346-3123), or Dean of Students offices (541346-3216), or call the 24-7 hotline 541-346-
SAFE for help. I am also a mandatory reporter of child abuse. Please find more information at Mandatory Reporting 
of Child Abuse and Neglect.  
  

 

https://titleix.uoregon.edu/employee-reporting-obligations
https://titleix.uoregon.edu/employee-reporting-obligations
https://titleix.uoregon.edu/employee-reporting-obligations
http://safe.uoregon.edu/
http://safe.uoregon.edu/
http://safe.uoregon.edu/
http://safe.uoregon.edu/
https://respect.uoregon.edu/
https://respect.uoregon.edu/
https://titleix.uoregon.edu/
https://titleix.uoregon.edu/
https://titleix.uoregon.edu/
https://aaeo.uoregon.edu/
https://aaeo.uoregon.edu/
https://aaeo.uoregon.edu/
https://hr.uoregon.edu/policies-leaves/general-information/mandatory-reporting-child-abuse-and-neglect
https://hr.uoregon.edu/policies-leaves/general-information/mandatory-reporting-child-abuse-and-neglect
https://hr.uoregon.edu/policies-leaves/general-information/mandatory-reporting-child-abuse-and-neglect
https://hr.uoregon.edu/policies-leaves/general-information/mandatory-reporting-child-abuse-and-neglect

