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PS 304: Democracy, Dictators, and Development 
Summer Term 1 2020    CRN: 43105 

Online Course 
University of Oregon 

 
Instructor:  Prof. Craig Kauffman   Email: ckauffma@uoregon.edu  
Office Hours: Wednesdays 2-5pm via Zoom (link will be provided on course Canvas site) 
 
Course Materials:  
All required readings are on the course Canvas website. Please contact Prof. Kauffman immediately 
if you have any trouble downloading them. We will be using an online platform called PackBack to 
organize class participation and discussion (see instructions below). You will need to subscribe to 
the course PackBack site, which will cost $18 for the term. Instructions for how to register will 
be provided on the course Canvas Site.  

 
 

 
Course Description: 
 
This course grapples with issues that are central to political science and current events. Is President 
Trump really threatening democracy in the U.S., as some people claim? How would we know? 
How do we measure if a country is democratic or authoritarian, and what accounts for countries’ 
different scores? Why do some authoritarian countries become more democratic while others seem 
remarkably resilient to political change? And why do some democracies backslide into 
authoritarianism? Also, why do some countries develop a strong sense of nationalism while others 
are plagued by ethnic divisions? Why does nationalism seem to strengthen some countries while 
weakening others, and what can societies do to minimize or manage ethno-nationalist conflict? 
Finally, why are some countries more economically developed than others, and who is better at 
promoting economic development – democracies or dictators? 
 
Rather than focusing on a limited number of case studies, we will think comparatively throughout 
the term by asking comparative questions, reading comparative analyses, and drawing examples 
from each corner of the globe. Our goal is to be systematic, empirically-grounded, theoretically-
informed, critical, rigorous, and fair in our analyses. 

 
 
Learning Objectives: 
At the end of this course, students should be able to: 

1) Understand and explain how and why states came to be the organizing political structure in 
the world. 

2) Critically assess why some countries develop a strong sense of nationalism while others 
struggle with ethnic divisions.  

3) Understand and explain why some countries have strong political institutions (i.e. are strong 
states) while others are weak.  

4) Critically assess why some countries are rich and some are poor.  
5) Understand and explain the competing views on the role of markets and the role of the state 

in promoting economic growth.   
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6) Understand and explain why and how some countries become democratic while others 
become authoritarian. 

7) Critically assess what is the best way to design democratic institutions to construct stable 
democracies.  

8) Understand and assess the best ways to design democratic institutions in highly divided 
societies. 

9) Understand and explain why some authoritarian governments are stronger and more resilient 
than others. 

 
Course Requirements and Grading Criteria: (There will be no curve of any type) 
 
Over 4 weeks, you must complete 9 modules, each of which includes a combination of readings, 
video lectures, online discussion, quizzes, and reflection papers. Each week you must complete 
multiple modules (see Course Schedule below). 

 
20%  READING QUIZZES – You will take one reading quiz for each module (there are 9 

modules in total). These quizzes will be taken on-line via CANVAS and can be accessed 
through the instruction pages for each week (available via the Canvas homepage), or the 
Canvas Assignments page. Twenty percent of your final grade will be based on these 
reading quizzes. Each quiz contains a series of multiple-choice questions. The number of 
questions per reading quiz varies from 10 to 25. The reading quizzes are timed and you will 
have 30 minutes for quizzes with 10 questions and 60 minutes for quizzes with 25 questions. 
After completing each quiz, please make sure you press the submit button about 30 seconds 
before the time limit because it takes the system about that long to process your quiz. 

 
15% VIDEO EXERCISES – You will also complete a series of short video exercises. These 

involve watching short videos online (typically 5-10 minutes each) and answering several 
multiple choice and/or short answer questions relating to each video segment. The purpose 
of these is for you to think about how the issues discussed in the text relate to real-world 
cases. There is no time limit for completing the video exercises, which will be completed via 
CANVAS. They are worth 15% of your final grade. 

 
15% DISCUSSION/PARTICIPATION -- Participation is a requirement for this course, and the 

Packback Questions platform will be used for online discussion about class topics. Packback 
Questions is an online platform where you are encouraged to be fearlessly curious and ask 
BIG questions about how what we’re studying relates to life in the real world. In order to 
receive your points per week, you must post 1 question and respond to at least 2 of your 
classmates’ questions relevant to our class subject matter per week. You will be graded 
on the quality of your submissions, not just the quantity. There will be a Sunday 11:59 PM 
deadline for submissions in your community each week. Further instructions will be 
provided on Canvas. 

 
40% REFLECTION PAPERS – Each week you will write a 4 to 5-page (double-spaced) 

“reflection paper” responding to questions I post on CANVAS. The questions require you to 
reflect on and analyze information provided in the readings assigned for that week. A 
reflection paper is not a summary of the course readings or a stream of conscious mind 
dump on paper.  Rather, it is a means for you to analyze and respond in a substantive way to 
the content, issues and controversies raised in the assigned readings. While you are free to 
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do any outside research you want, it is not necessary. Your writing assignments will be 
securely uploaded to Canvas and automatically checked for plagiarism. Together, these 
reflection papers constitute 40% of your grade for the class (10% each). 

 
10% CLASS-LIFE-LINK -  In this assignment, students will find something in their life from 

outside of class (an article, video, social media post, etc.) and link it to this course. This will 
be a 3-page (Roughly 800 words) assignment. A more detailed description of this 
assignment with instructions and point breakdown is available on the Canvas course site 
under “Assignments.” This assignment may be turned in at any time during the course but 
must be submitted no later than Friday of week 4 (July 17) at 11:59pm (Pacific time). The 
assignment is worth 10% of the final grade. 

 
Estimated Workload 
 
Class Component Hours 
Reading: ~100 pages (approx. 5 hours) per module 45 
Watch video lectures  15 

Activities on instructor-moderated discussion board 10 

Reading Quizzes (studying and taking) 15 

Video Exercises 7 

4 guided Reflection Papers (studying and writing), 4 hours each 16 
 

Class-Life-Link assignment (research, studying and writing) 12 
 

Total 120 
 

 
Grading Scale: 
A   = 94 - 100  C+ = 77 - 79  
A--- = 90 - 93  C = 74 - 76  
B+ = 87 - 89  C-- = 70 - 73  
B = 84 - 86  D+ = 67 - 69  
B-- = 80 - 83  D = 60 – 66 
 
The Fine Print of the Syllabus 
 
Possible Class/Assignment Changes: All dates, readings, and exams are tentative and are subject to 
change. Any change will be made through announcements on Canvas and/or email. It is important 
that students pay attention to any announcements by logging onto Canvas and checking email on a 
regular basis.  
 
Communication: Our class will communicate primarily through our Canvas site. Announcements 
and emails are archived there and automatically forwarded to your UO email, and can even reach 
you by text. Check and adjust your settings under Account > Notifications to make sure that all 
class Announcements in Canvas get forwarded to your email.  
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Late or missed assignments: Unfortunately, the condensed nature of this course means that I 
cannot accept late assignments. Because this is a four-week course, the class will move very 
quickly. During the week, you may complete the assignments for that week whenever you like. But 
you must complete all assignments for each week by the end of the week. The class is simply too 
large and moves too quickly to accept late assignments. I would not be able to keep up with grading 
assignments if I did. If you have an extreme emergency that prevents you from completing an 
assignment on time, please contact me in advance to discuss options. 
 
Academic Honesty: Plagiarism, Cheating, or Academic Dishonesty: Academic integrity and 
honesty are basic values of the University of Oregon. Students are expected to follow standards of 
academic integrity and honesty. Academic misconduct is a violation of the University of Oregon 
Student Conduct Code of Conduct, subject to a maximum sanction of disciplinary suspension or 
expulsion, as well as a grade penalty in the course. It is the responsibility of the student to know 
what constitutes cheating and plagiarism, and no form of plagiarism and/or cheating will be 
tolerated. Neither ignorance of these policies nor a lack of intention to cheat will be a legitimate 
defense for an infraction. Any instances of plagiarism, cheating, or academic dishonesty will be 
dealt with harshly.   
 
The Student Conduct Code, which discusses plagiarism, cheating, etc., is available at 
https://policies.uoregon.edu/vol-3-administration-student-affairs/ch-1-conduct/student-conduct-
code.  If you have a question about how and when to properly cite something, please speak with the 
instructor or as soon as possible. The University of Oregon guide to citation and plagiarism is 
available at https://researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism. 
  
*****All assignments for this course MUST be submitted through VERICITE on Canvas. If 
students have any trouble with submitting assignments, please contact UO Libraries Computer Help 
Desk Phone at (541) 346-1807 right away. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to make sure they are 
submitted.***** 
 
Commitment to Viewpoint Diversity, Mutual Understanding, and Constructive Disagreement: 
Comments and questions should strive to move the conversation forward and should not shy away 
from areas of potential disagreement. That is, while it is great to express support for, and agreement 
with others' views (as long as students are also adding something new), it is more helpful to ask for 
clarification or to make points that might challenge another person's views. As long as this is done 
respectfully and in good faith, it can provide an opportunity to improve critical thinking and 
communication skills, in addition to enhancing everyone's understanding of the topic. 
 
In order to create a classroom environment that supports respectful, critical inquiry through the free 
exchange of ideas, the following principles will guide our work: 

• Treat every member of the class with respect, even if you disagree with their opinion; 
• Reasonable minds can differ on any number of perspectives, opinions, and conclusions; 
• Because constructive disagreement sharpens thinking, deepens understanding, and reveals 

novel insights, it is not just encouraged, it is expected; 
• All viewpoints are welcome; 
• No ideas are immune from scrutiny and debate; 
• The science of inquiry requires citation of data and evidence, not personal opinion. 

 
Grading disputes: If students want to dispute a grade on a paper, please submit IN WRITING a 
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description of the concerns NO SOONER THAN 24 hours AFTER receiving the grade in question 
and NOT MORE than 14 days AFTER receiving it. Please note that if the instructor agrees to 
regrade the assignment, they will do so in whole (so they will not only look at the disputed section). 
This may end up in a lower grade. All regrades are final. 
 
Communicating with the Instructor: Communication with your instructor is even more important 
in an online course than in-person courses, as a lack of normal interaction can lead to 
misunderstandings. I am here to help, and I encourage you very strongly to communicate with me 
and come to office hours: 
 

1) Email, either through the Canvas messaging system or at ckauffma@uoregon.edu. I will do 
my best to respond within 24 hours. 

2) Come to my weekly office hours (Wednesdays 2-5pm) which will be held virtually via 
Zoom. The Zoom link will be provided via the course Canvas site. 

 
Accessibility and Students Requiring Special Accommodation: I am fully committed to creating an 
inclusive learning environment for this course. Please notify me immediately if any aspects of my 
instruction methods or course design result in barriers to your participation. If you have a disability 
or require special accommodation, I encourage you to contact the Accessible Education Center in 
164 Oregon Hall at 346-1155 or uoaec@uoregon.edu. If you have already been in contact with the 
Accessible Education Center and have a notification letter, please provide me with a statement from 
the Accessible Education Center during the first week of class so that we can make appropriate 
arrangements. University policy requires that “students MUST present a notification letter from the 
Accessible Education Center to receive testing accommodations” (see http://aec.uoregon.edu/). 
 
Title IX Statement: I am classified as a Student Directed Employee and will direct students who 
disclose sexual harassment or sexual violence to resources that can help and will only report the 
information shared to the university administration when the student requests that the information 
be reported (unless someone is in imminent risk of serious harm or a minor). I am required to report 
all other forms of prohibited discrimination or harassment to the university administration. For 
information about my reporting obligations as an employee, please see Employee Reporting 
Obligations. Students experiencing any form of prohibited discrimination or harassment, including 
sex or gender based violence, may seek information on safe.uoregon.edu, respect.uoregon.edu, 
titleix.uoregon.edu, or aaeo.uoregon.edu or contact the non-confidential Title IX office (541-346-
8136), AAEO office (541-346-3123), or Dean of Students offices (541-346-3216), or call the 24-7 
hotline 541-346-SAFE for help. I am also a mandatory reporter of child abuse. Please find more 
information at Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse and Neglect. 
 

TOPIC AND ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 
 
It is highly recommended to keep up on the readings! This is a four-week-long, upper-division 
class, and you cannot afford to get far behind. All assignments and readings are posted on Canvas. 
 
Week 1: June 22 to June 28 - Complete Modules 1 & 2 (all assignments due 11:59pm June 28) 
 
Module 1: Introduction to States and Regimes 

• Video Lecture 1: Introduction 
• Patrick O’Neil, “States,” in Essentials of Comparative Politics,” 2018, pp. 30-61. 
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• Jeffrey Herbst, “War and the State in Africa,” International Security, vol. 14, no. 4 (Spring 
1990), pp. 117-39. 

• Orvis & Drogus, “Strong, Weak, and Failed States” and “Case Studies of State Formation,” 
pp. 51-62; 71-74; 81-83; 90-94. 

• Orvis & Drogus, “Is ISIS a State?”, pp. 49-50. 
• Complete Module 1 Reading Quizzes 
• Complete Module 1 Video Exercise 

 
Module 2: Nationalism – Creator or Destroyer of States? 

• Video Lecture 2a: Nationalism – Creator & Destroyer of States 
• Video Lecture 2b: Nationalism – Key Concepts 
• Tyler Dickovick & Jonathan Eastwood, “Nationalism and National Identity,” in 

Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases,” 2016, pp. 305-322. 
• Tyler Dickovick & Jonathan Eastwood, Cases of Nationalism & National Identity 

(Germany, Japan, Mexico, UK, Nigeria), Excerpted from Comparative Politics: Integrating 
Theories, Methods, and Cases,” 2016 (5 pages total). 

• Jerry Muller, “Us and Them: The Enduring Power of Ethnic Nationalism,” Foreign Affairs 
(March/April 2008), pp. 18-35. 

• Toby Dodge, “Seeking to explain the rise of sectarianism in the Middle East: The case study 
of Iraq,” Project on Middle East Political Science, March 9, 2014, pp. 1-10. 

• Complete Module 2 Reading Quiz 
• Complete Module 2 Video Exercise 

 
Participation Assignment for Week 1 due by 11:59pm, June 28 
 
Reflection Paper 1 due by 11:59pm, June 28 
 
 
Week 2: June 29 to July 5 -  Complete Modules 3 to 5 (all assignments due by 11:59pm July 5) 
 
Module 3: What is Democracy and How Do We Measure It? 

• Video Lecture 3: What is Democracy? 
• Joseph Shumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy, 1976 (excerpt), pp. 5-11.  
• Adam Przeworski, “Minimalist Conception of Democracy: A Defense,” 1999 (excerpt), pp. 

12-16. 
• Larry Diamond, “Defining and Developing Democracy,” 1999 (excerpt), pp. 29-39.. 
• Philippine C. Schmitter and Terry Karl, “What Democracy Is …And Is Not,” The Journal of 

Democracy 2, no. 3 (Summer 1991): 75-88. 
• Video: Proof the US is an Oligarchy, Not a Democracy - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvJ1ZuJDNbQ&t=24s  
• Sam Goldman, “Stop calling the U.S. an oligarchy,” The Week, May 20, 2014, 

http://theweek.com/articles/446781/stop-calling-oligarchy  (3 pp.). 
• Complete Module 3 Reading Quiz 

 
Module 4: Types of Democratic Institutions and How they Shape Politics 

• Patrick O’Neil, “Democratic Regimes,” in Essentials of Comparative Politics,” 2018, pp. 
134-171. 
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• Orvis & Drogus, Case studies: “Parliamentary Rule in Britain and India,” “Presidentialism 
in the United States and Brazil,” and Russia: Semi-presidentialism in a New Democracy 
with Weak Institutions,” pp. 253-257; 261-269. 

• Video Lecture 4a: Parties and Electoral Systms 
• Orvis & Drogus, Case Study: The United Kingdom: SMD/FPTP, Two Parties, and 

Pluralism” (pp. 320-326) 
• Video Lectur 4b: UK’s Westminster System 
• Orvis & Drogus, Case Study: “Brazil: Parties and Civil Society in a Young Democracy” 

(pp. 344-348). 
• Video Lecture 4c: Brazil’s Democratic Institutions 
• Orvis & Drogus, Case Study: “Japan: from Dominant Party to Two-Party System?” (pp. 

332-338). 
• Complete Module 4 Reading Quiz 
• Complete Module 4 Video Exercise 

 
Module 5: What’s the Best Form of Government for Deeply Divided Societies? 

• Arend Lijphart, “Constitutional Design for Divided Societies,” Journal of Democracy vol. 
15, no. 2 (April 2004), pp. 96-109.  

• Benjamin Reilly, “Centripetalism,” in Conflict Resolution: Theories and Practice, Wolff 
and Yakinthou, eds, Routledge 2011. 

• Video Lecture 5: Consociationalism vs. Centripetalism 
• Complete Module 5 Reading Quiz 

 
Participation Assignment for Week 2 due by 11:59pm, July 5 
 
Reflection Paper 2 due by 11:59pm, July 5 
 
Week 3: July 6 to July 12 - Complete Modules 6 & 7 (all assignments due by 11:59pm July 12) 
 
Module 6: Types of Authoritarian Governments and How They Work 

• Patrick O’Neil, “Non-Democratic Regimes,” in Essentials of Comparative Politics,” 2018, 
pp. 172-203. 

• Eva Bellin, “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East,” Comparative Politics, 
vol. 36, no. 2, 2004, 139-157. 

• Bruce Dickson, “Sustaining Party Rule in China,” in The Dynamics of Democratization, 
2013, pp. 93-117. 

• Video Lecture 6: Electoral Authoritarianism in Russia 
•  “Putin's Victory Is Assured In Russia's Election,” NPR, March 16, 2018. 
• Complete Module 6 Reading Quiz 
• Complete Module 6 Video Exercise 

 
Module 7: Does Economic Development Promote Democracy or Authoritarianism? 

• Video Lecture 7 
• Carol Ann Drogus and Stephen Orvis, “United Kingdom: Cradle of Democracy,” and 

“Germany: The Social Market Economy,” Introducing Comparative Politics, 2012, pp. 108-
115; 216-219 

• Carol Ann Drogus and Stephen Orvis, “Modernizing Authoritarianism” Introducing 
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Comparative Politics, 2012, pp. 118-120; 122-124. 
• Patrick O’Neil, Essentials of Comparative Politics, Chapter 10, “Developing Countries,” pp. 

305-337. 
• Carol Ann Drogus and Stephen Orvis, “Japan: The Developmental State and Its Crisis,” 

Introducing Comparative Politics, 2012, pp. 222-227. 
• Carol Ann Drogus and Stephen Orvis, “Nigeria: A Weak State, Oil, and Corruption,” 

Introducing Comparative Politics, 2012, pp. 232-236 
• Complete Module 7 Reading Quiz 
• Complete Module 7 Video Exercise 

 
Participation Assignment for Week 3 due by 11:59pm, July 12 
 
Reflection Paper 3 due by 11:59pm, July 12 
 
Week 4: July 13 to July 19 - Complete Modules 8 & 9 (all assignments due 11:59pm July 19) 
 
Module 8: How do Authoritarian Countries Become Democratic? 

• Craig Kauffman, “Democratization,” Encyclopedia of Political Theory, 2010, pp. 362-269 
• Sheri Berman, “How Democracies Emerge: Lessons from Europe,” Journal of Democracy, 

vol. 18, no. 1 (January 2007), pp. 28-41. 
• Augustus Norton, “The Return of Egypt’s Deep State,” Current History, December 2013, 

pp. 338-344. 
• Bellin, Eva. 2014 “Explaining Democratic Divergence: Why Tunisia Has Succeeded and 

Egypt Has Failed.” Project on Middle East Political Science. 
https://pomeps.org/2014/12/10/explaining-democratic-divergence/.  

• Grewal, Sharan. 2015. “Why Tunisia Didn’t Follow Egypt’s Path.” Washington Post, 
February https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/02/04/why-egypt-
didnt-follow-tunisias-path/?utm_term=.d5d650821fe7.  

• Complete Module 7 Reading Quiz 
• Complete Module 7 Video Exercise 

 
Module 9: How Do Democracies Backslide Into Authoritarianism? 

• Nancy Bermeo, “On Democratic Backsliding,” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 27, No. 1, Jan 
2016, pp. 5-19. 

• Roberto Stefan Foa and Yascha Mounk, 2016. “The Danger of Deconsolidation: The 
Democratic Disconnect.” Journal of Democracy, 27(3), pp. 5-17. (Canvas) 

• Jay Ulfelder, “Dismantling a democracy in the 21st century,” 2011, 
https://dartthrowingchimp.wordpress.com/2011/11/30/daniel-ortega-shows-us-how-to-
dismantle-a-democracy-21st-century-style/. pp. 1-2. (Canvas) 

• N. T. Isikisel, “Prepare For Regime Change, Not Policy Change,” Dissent Magazine, 
November 13, 2016,  https://www.dissentmagazine.org/blog/trump-victory-regime-change-
lessons-autocrats-erdogan-putin. pp. 1-6. (Canvas) 

• Complete Module 9 Reading Quiz 
• Complete Module 9 Video Exercise 

 
Class Life-Link Assignment due Friday July 17 by 11:59pm 
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Participation Assignment for Week 4 due by 11:59pm, July 19 
 
Reflection Paper 4 due by 11:59pm, July 19 
 


