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DRAFT 
PS 479       Prof. Jane Cramer 
Syllabus, Summer 2020    Office: On Zoom. 
CRNs: 43564           O.H.: Tues, 9-11 am, and 15 min each day after class;  

 and at jkcramer@uoregon.edu 
 
 

U.S. Interventions in Developing Nations 
 
Class Location: Remote on Zoom, 7/20-8/16 
Time: Tuesdays, 14:00-16:50 
 
Course Description:  American empire?  Or is the US a “benign” hegemon or 
what?  How should we describe U.S. interventions in weak states?  Has there 
been an American empire over the past century?  What has it looked like?  How 
has it been managed?  An “empire by invitation” and/or an “empire by 
imposition”?  An empire serving what purposes—wealth, security, human rights, 
democracy, and for whom?  Have U.S. interests in empire changed across time?  
How have international “norms” about intervention changed across time?  How 
does the U.S. decide to intervene? What has the debate over constitutional “war 
powers” looked like?  

This course examines the causes and consequences of United States 
military and CIA interventions in the Third World since 1898.  Course readings 
and discussion focus mostly on analyzing cases of intervention using theories of 
intervention, but this course also emphasizes methodology explicitly.  
Substantive topics addressed are: 1) major theories of imperialism, and other 
theories explaining U.S. interventions, 2) past and present policy debates over 
interventions (Why should the US intervene?  What does the US gain? How did 
elites argue for intervention at the time?  Have these debates changed across 
time?) 3) The history of US interventions, with special attention to each President 
since WW II 4) major historical/interpretive controversies about these 
interventions, and 5) Evaluation of American past and present policies and 
strategies toward the Third World (Were these interventions beneficial for the 
US?  For the country affected?  Did the intervention have the U.S. leaders’ 
intended results/consequences?) 6.) Are US decisions to intervene arrived at 
democratically?  7.) What role do international laws and institutions play in US 
decisions to intervene?   
 The history covered includes over 37 US interventions, many discussed 
here.  Competing explanations for why many of these interventions happened will 
be evaluated, with special focus on the US in Cuba & the Philippines 1898-1902, 
Iran 1953/until today?, Guatemala 1953-54, Ghana, Laos, Dominican Republic, 
Chile, Afghanistan, Grenada 1983, Panama 1989, Somalia, Iraq 1991 & 2003, 
Libya.  These interventions represent a wide array of reasons for intervening 
including security, nonproliferation, economic interests, oil, bananas, religion, 
credibility, misperceptions, democracy, humanitarian relief, human rights and 
US domestic politics. 
 
 

mailto:jkcramer@uoregon.edu
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Course requirements:  

1.) Students must attempt to attend class and participate each class and 
discussion, or watch class after if necessary.  Students are required to watch 
movies and read assigned materials in advance of class.  Students will be 
required to help lead discussion (and submit an individual 3 page write-up 
of the presentation, along with group slides) once during the term. All 
students will need to answer several discussion questions on the discussion 
board every week in advance of class. (25% of final grade for this 
presentation and discussion participation.) 

2.) There will be a final exam taken on Thursday August 14 (35% of final grade.)  
3.) A research project of 7-10 pages (40%), investigating a case study of a 

controversial US intervention is required.  Students will be encouraged to 
form research groups, and asked to evaluate different leading competing 
explanations for why the US intervened in a particular case.    This research 
project will be worth a total of 40% of your final grade and a detailed 1-2 
page outline with bibliography will be due in week 3 and final version of the 
paper by Week 4.   (5% will be deducted from assignment grade worth 40% 
if outline is not turned in before writing).  

 
Required Reading: 

1.) Selections from William Blum, Killing Hope: US Military and CIA 
Interventions Since World War II (Monroe, Maine: Common Courage Press, 
1995)  

 
Recommended for reference and research: 
 
The National Security Archive: https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/ 
 
John Prados, Safe for Democracy: The Secret Wars of the CIA (Chicago: Ivan R. 
Dee 2006)  
 
Ryan C. Hendrickson, The Clinton Wars: The Constitution, Congress and War 
Powers (Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, 2002)  
 
Stephen Van Evera, Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science (Ithaca: 
Cornell Univ. Press, 1997)  
 
Stephen Kinzer, Overthrow: America’s Century of Regime Change from Hawaii 
to Iraq, (New York: Henry Holt, 2006)  
 
All required readings will be available on Canvas or through the library as 
explained on Canvas. 
 
Estimated Student Workload: Student workload involves 120 hours for this 
4-credit class: Class attendance/(recorded lectures and short instructor videos) 
are required = 30 hrs; Weekly reading and film viewing in advance of class = 55 

https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/
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hours (~14 hours per week); presentation prep and discussion board =12 hours; 
research paper prep and writing = 13 hours; Final exam prep and completion = 
10 hours.  (This class will take you approximately 30 hours per week. It is an 
intensive 4 week class—please make sure you allow yourself the time to succeed. 
If you have difficulty with keeping up, please discuss.) 
 
Grades: Grades will be determined in line with department guidelines: 
https://polisci.uoregon.edu/grade-meanings-and-learning-outcomes/ 
 

 
Course Policies:  
Due to the Coronavirus situation, late assignments will be accepted if 
necessary, but please do your best to keep up with the class, and let 
me know as soon as you can if there is a problem. 
DO NOT PLAGIARIZE! It is your responsibility to understand plagiarism and to 
make sure you do not do it.  Using extensive, excellent footnotes is the best way to 
avoid plagiarism. 
 

How the Course will Run: 

Communication with Instructor: I will hold “live” office hours through 
Zoom. I will also be available via email, or on the phone as needed. 

I will communicate with the class via Announcements through the 
Canvas site. 

Technical Requirements: Log into canvas.uoregon.edu using your 
DuckID to access our class. On the course homepage it will have an 
“Attend Class Now” link and you just have to click it. If you have 
questions about accessing and using Canvas, visit the Canvas support 
page. Canvas and Technology Support also is available by phone or live 
chat: Monday–Sunday | 6 a.m.–12 a.m. 541-346-4357 | 
livehelp.uoregon.edu 

Lectures and Discussion: 

We will meet for lecture and discussion in real time via Zoom, through 
Canvas, during the regular class period. We will likely break up the 
session into 50+ min chunks, with a 10 min break. 

Each lecture/discussion will be recorded and available through Canvas. 

Using Zoom: 

https://polisci.uoregon.edu/grade-meanings-and-learning-outcomes/
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Notes on Zoom terminology: Zoom uses “business” terms – here are the 
corresponding teaching terms 

· “Meeting” = URL to the Virtual Classroom we will use 

· “Host” = Professor 

· “Participant” = Student 

Attending class: 

·The Canvas PS479 homepage will have an “Attend Class Now” link to 
the correct Zoom URL. You do not need to remember the URL – just 
sign into Canvas and click that link.  When Joining the meeting (class), 
enter your full UO email (e.g., yourname@uoregon.edu) NOT your real 
name or your non-UO email. 

Because this is a lecture, but with discussion format, I have set Zoom 
settings as follows: 

· Video of you will be ON during class 

· Audio of you will be ON during class, but please mute yourself except 
to talk. 

· Chat will be ON but “Private chat” between students will be OFF during 
class. I cannot respond to Chats during class but I will monitor chat 
questions and comments as much as I can during breaks and after class. 
You are also welcome to also “raise your hand” to speak during class, or 
email me with questions after class. 

 
 
Week 1: 
  
Class #1: Meet and get to work out issues with Zoom. I will explain the 
readings for this week, and what this course is about, including: 
 

Introduction to the study of U.S. interventions; How to evaluate 
US interventions—theories and methods; Introduce a sample case 
study: Why Iraq 2003? 
 
Read intro to William Blum’s book, Killing Hope, pp. 7-20, also found on Canvas 
for this first week. 
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Read the foreword and Chapter 1 of John Prados’ book, Safe for Democracy, pp. 
xiii-27. Available on Canvas.  This is the best book available on the U.S.’s CIA 
interventions—meticulously researched—the very best. 
 
2.) For discussion: Why Iraq? 
Short and provocative—is Lind right?  Read Michael Lind, “The Weird Men 
Behind George W. Bush’s War” New Statesman, April 7, 2003.  Lind argues the 
Iraq war was not for oil…but truly a weird story, and he may really know because 
he knows the guys who pushed for it for a decade before it happened…or maybe 
he is wrong—how to assess? 
 
Lind briefly does what we’ll do in more detail—he tries to piece together the 
available evidence to really understand what is driving U.S. foreign policy.  Study 
his use of evidence.  What is he missing?  What other questions would you ask? 
  
3.) What is a theory?  What is a case study? (I will explain.) 
Recommended to look now, will need this later: If using theories and 
studying case studies is unfamiliar to you, read selections from Van Evera, Guide 
to Methods for Students of Political Science, carefully study pp. 1-88—available 
on Canvas.  This is a very, very, very quick read—a small, user-friendly guide.  
You need to master these basic ideas to do well in this class.  Especially pp. 7-34, 
but all is useful. 
  
 
 
Class #2: BIG PICTURE: The Changing Purposes of Intervention; 
Imperialism across time and different explanations for it…. 
1.) Norms of Interventions: 
Martha Finnemore, The Purpose of Intervention, read ch. 1, 3, & skim 2 & 4, 5.  
Finnemore discusses how norms of interventions have changed—what do you 
think of her proposed hypotheses?  Do you like her case studies and evidence? 
What are “norms”?  How powerful are they?  Is she convincing?  How would you 
test her arguments?  What is going on today that confirms or goes against her 
arguments? What is “Sovereign default”? What is “Humanitarian Intervention”? 
 
 
2.) The First BIG U.S. WAR of imperialism abroad—The US in Cuba 
and the Philippines: Spanish-US-Filipino War, 1898-1902/1909.   
 

1.) Film to watch:--Savage Acts, 1995 (30 min.) : on Youtube 
:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=px9gkWbh0Yc 
Recommended: also see Crucible of Empire (117 min.) on your 
own if interested— available at Knight Library, but maybe 
available elsewhere. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=px9gkWbh0Yc
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Read Intro and Ch. 1, skim more from “The War Lovers”—by Evan Thomas, Pp. 
3-30. 
 
Class  3: Truman and the beginning of the CIA in 1947; Kennan’s 
containment. 
 
Special focus on The CIA and Intervention 
 
WATCH:  CIA: America’s Secret Warriors on Youtube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4_kN7NbW2M 
Ponder the evolution and constitutional legality of CIA operations.  This 
incredible film has some rare interviews.  These guys are proud.  Check them out. 
 
1.) Does Truman believe in imperialism? Look closely at Kennan’s 
Containment policy (lasted 1946-1989…did Kennan argue 
intervention in the Third World was necessary and wise?) 
 
John Lewis Gaddis, Strategies of Containment: A Critical Appraisal of postwar 
American National Security Policy (NY: Oxford University Press, 1982), chapter 
2: “George F. Kennan and the Strategy of Containment” pp. 25-53. 
An excellent explication of the ideas of the prime intellectual architect of 
America’s containment policy.  Does widespread intervention in the Third World 
follow from Kennan’s ideas?  If not, how and why did American foreign policy 
later deviate from Kennan’s original concept? 
 
Who was the great George F. Kennan? (passed away in 2005 at the age of 101!)—
you should know more even if you have some ideas--  Go to:  
The Man Who Got Russia Right: Washington has a long tradition of 
misreading Moscow. As Putin teeters, it’s worth recalling George Kennan, the 
best Kremlinologist America ever had. 

BY SUSAN B. GLASSER 

 | DECEMBER 23, 2011 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2011/12/23/the-man-who-got-russia-right/ 
 
 
Recommended: Blum: Korea 1945-1953, pp. 45-54. 
 
Recommended:  Prados: Chapter 2-5 on the beginning of the CIA under Truman, 
pp. 28-96. 
 
 
Class 4: Eisenhower, the Dulles Brothers and Iran and Guatemala 
 
WATCH: American Coup—the story of the overthrow of Mossadegh, free on 
Amazon Prime, rent on Youtube… 
 
1.) Iran: Read Kinzer, Overthrow, ch. …  on Iran  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4_kN7NbW2M
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/susan-b-glasser/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2011/12/23/the-man-who-got-russia-right/
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2.) Guatemala: Blum, chapter 10 on Guatemala.  
Skim also other sections on Eisenhower/ Dulles brothers many interventions: 
chapters 9-15 (pp. 64-107.) (Covered in CIA film, but also here: Arbenz & the CIA 
on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyZ0au9s4TU ) 
 
 
 
Week 2: 1960’s: Kennedy, LBJ; Cuba and Vietnam, & Nixon/Kissinger 
 
Watch: WATCH: The Trials of Henry Kissinger linked on Canvas. We will 
discuss all, especially Chile, on Thursday.  
 
 
Class #1: Cuba and the Bay of Pigs 

1.) Read Blum: Cuba, pp. 184-193 
Class #2: Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos 

2.) Read Blum: Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos: pp. 122-144. 
Class #3: Ghana and the Congo 

3.) Ghana, 1966: Kwame Nkrumah: WATCH: Faces of Africe- Kwame 
Nkrumah : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMY0iTcspNA in Blum: 
pp. 198-199. 

4.) The Congo (Assassination of Patrice Lumumba) pp. 156-162 
Class #4: Nixon/Kissinger: Chile  

5.) Read Blum: Ch. 34 Chile. Pp. 206-214. 
 

6.)See National Security Archive: “CIA Cover-up on Chile” 
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/chile/2016-09-09/cia-cover-chile 
(and more on Chile there too.) 

 
 
Week 3: Jimmy Carter, The Reagan Doctrine and intervening for 
democracy and freedom; Nicaragua, Afghanistan, Grenada 
 
Class #1: Jimmy Carter/Brzezinski; human rights & Stansfield Turner 
(CIA) 

1.) Two good videos (19 & 20) from the series "The Cold War" on Youtube --
on Jimmy Carter, and then Afghanistan:  

a. The Freeze Part 19/ 24 :  
b. Soldiers of God --Part 20 /24 

2.) Blum: Ch. 49—Nicaragua, pp.290-304 & Ch. 53, Afghanistan, 338-351. 
 
Class #2: The Reagan Doctrine; Nicaragua, Afghanistan, Grenada 
 
WATCH: Charlie Wilson’s War (Tom Hanks!) –rent. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyZ0au9s4TU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMY0iTcspNA
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/chile/2016-09-09/cia-cover-chile
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1.) The Reagan Doctrine: The Charles Krauthammer, “The Poverty of 
Realism: The Newest Challenge to The Reagan Doctrine,” The New 
Republic, Feb. 17, 1986, p.14-22. 

 
Krauthammer provided the first explication of ‘The Reagan Doctrine’, strangely 
named since Reagan never enunciated the Doctrine himself.  Here Krauthammer 
dismisses security reasons for intervention altogether, resting his case wholly on 
other grounds.  
 

2.) James M. Scott, Deciding to Intervene: The Reagan Doctrine and 
American Foreign Policy (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1996) pp. 
14-39. 

  
Class #3:Bush Sr. & Panama and the Diversionary Theory of War 

1.) Panama, first Post-Cold War intervention—why? 
WATCH: The Panama Deception, 1993  (90 min.) -- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTllWjeLP_A  
A juicy film putting forward a number of conspiratorial explanations for 
President George Bush Sr.’s invasion of Panama to arrest General Manuel 
Noriega.  This was the first Post-Cold War intervention, orchestrated by many of 
the same fellows in power under Bush Jr, and an unusual case. 
 
Cramer, “JUST CAUSE or Just Politics?”—can we prove diversionary war? 
  
Class #4:  Iraq 1991— Gulf War I:  
These are all BRIEF selections: 
Micah L. Sifry and Christopher Cerf (eds.) The Gulf War Reader: History, 
Documents, Opinions (NY: Random House, 1991) pp. 21-33; 79-84; 197-220; 
243-250. 
Selections include historical background, speeches and opinion pieces examining 
why the US really intervened in Iraq in 1991. 
 
Daniel Yergin, “Oil: The Strategic Prize” 
Micah L. Sifry, “US Intervention in the Middle East: A Case Study” 
Joe Conason, “The Iraq Lobby: Kissinger, the Business Forum & Co.” 
George Bush, “In Defense of Saudi Arabia” (Speech of August 8, 1990) 
A.M. Rosenthal, “Saddam’s Next Target” 
Thomas L. Friedman, “Washington’s ‘Vital Interests’”  
Alex Molnar, “If My Marine Son Is Killed…” 
William Safire, “The Hitler Analogy” 
Patrick Buchanan, “Have The Neocons Thought This Through?” 
Andrew Kopkind, “EnGulfed” 
Doug Bandow, “The Myth of Iraq’s Oil Stranglehold” 
Gary Milhollina, “How Close is Iraq to the Bomb?” (Testimony before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, November 30, 1990) 
Week 4: Clinton, Bush, Obama 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTllWjeLP_A
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Class#1: Clinton Wars and The War Powers Act 
1.) Ryan C. Hendrickson, The Clinton Wars: The Constitution, Congress 

and War Powers, Intro & ch. 1 and chapters 3 on Haiti.  Humanitarian 
intervention in the 1990’s--why?  What happened with War Powers 
under Clinton?  What should be done about war powers?  What might 
be possible after the Cold War? 

 
Clinton cases covered by Hendrickson:  Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia, Kosovo, strikes on 
Bin Laden and strikes on Iraq. 
 
Class #2: George W. Bush: Why invade Iraq, 2003?;  

1.) President Bush’s “National Security Strategy”--2002—the famous “Bush 
Doctrine”.  We should read the intro, discuss and compare to Trump. 

2.) Senator Robert C. Byrd, Losing America: Confronting a Reckless and 
Arrogant Presidency, (New York: WW Norton & Co., 2004) Chapter 7, 
“Out of Business” pp. 153-177. 

3.) Mark Danner, “The Secret way to war,” The New York Review of Books, 
Vol. 52, No. 10, June 9, 2005.  Including the “Downing Street Memo”—
What indicates diversion/domestic politics—anything? 

 
Class#3: Obama and Libya; & Review for final 

1.) Ivo H. Daalder and James J. Stavridis, “NATO’s Victory in Libya: The 
Right Way to Run and Intervention” Foreign Affairs, March 1, 20012 

 
Class #4: Final Exam  
 
**Comprehensive Final Exam to be taken on Thursday during class. 
This will be short answer essay questions.  We will be compiling the 
questions as we go along, so the review for the final will be happening 
as we go along.You will receive the exam at class time and complete it 
within 3 hours (2 hours should be sufficient.—unless you make a 
different arrangement in advance.) 
 
 
Course Goals and Policies: 
 
Learning Outcomes and Critical Skills: This class will provide students with 
an advanced understanding of numerous aspects of U.S. foreign policy in the area 
of national security, especially intervention policy.  
Students will be able to: 

• Understand and describe the.  

• Broadly understand the overall history of, and differentiate the competing 
views on the strength and threat from al Qaeda today, and other 
significant terrorist threats.  

• Delineate the history of nuclear weapons and arms control efforts to curb 
proliferation of nuclear weapons, and “stabilize” nuclear standoffs.  

• Apply leading theories of nonproliferation to the history of the nuclear era.  
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• Differentiate competing strategies to handle the different threats of 
terrorism and nuclear weapons, “rogue states” with nuclear weapons, and 
great power nuclear war issues. 

• Describe and understand current U.S. strategy and plans for nuclear 
modernization. 

• Describe and understand current efforts to build national missile defenses, 
and the effects of missile defenses on arms control and arms races. 

• Students will learn how to critically analyze national security issues using 
political science concepts, theories and methods.  

• Students will learn to use arguments and evidence effectively to 
communicate original analysis of political phenomena, and demonstrate 
critical thinking, reading and writing through discussion board 
participation, essay exams and individual research projects using both 
primary and secondary sources, and presenting work in an academic 
format. 
 

 
I would like to make this course fully accessible to students of all different 
abilities. Please discuss with me any accommodations, or any other help you need 
accessing the course.  The University of Oregon is working to create inclusive 
learning environments. Please notify me if there are aspects of the instruction or 
design of this course that result in disability-related barriers to your 
participation. You are also encouraged to contact the Accessible Education 
Center in 360 Oregon Hall at 541-346-1155 or uoaec@uoregon.edu. 
 
Title IX:  I am a student-directed employee. For information about my reporting 
obligations as an employee, please see Employee Reporting Obligations. Students 
experiencing any form of prohibited discrimination or harassment, including sex or 
gender based violence, may seek information 
on safe.uoregon.edu, respect.uoregon.edu, titleix.uoregon.edu, or aaeo.uoregon.edu or 
contact the non-confidential Title IX office (541-346-8136), AAEO office (541-346-3123), 
or Dean of Students offices (541-346-3216), or call the 24-7 hotline 541-346-SAFE for 
help. I am also a mandatory reporter of child abuse. Please find more information 
at Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse and Neglect. 
 
Academic Misconduct: The University Student Conduct Code (available at 
conduct.uoregon.edu) defines academic misconduct. Students are prohibited from 
committing or attempting to commit any act that constitutes academic misconduct. By 
way of example, students should not give or receive (or attempt to give or receive) 
unauthorized help on assignments or examinations without express permission from the 
instructor. Students should properly acknowledge and document all sources of 
information (e.g. quotations, paraphrases, ideas) and use only the sources and resources 
authorized by the instructor. If there is any question about whether an act constitutes 
academic misconduct, it is the students’ obligation to clarify the question with the 
instructor before committing or attempting to commit the act. Additional information 
about a common form of academic misconduct, plagiarism, is available 

at researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism. DO NOT PLAGIARIZE.  We 

mailto:uoaec@uoregon.edu
https://titleix.uoregon.edu/employee-reporting-obligations
http://safe.uoregon.edu/
https://respect.uoregon.edu/
https://titleix.uoregon.edu/
https://aaeo.uoregon.edu/
https://hr.uoregon.edu/policies-leaves/general-information/mandatory-reporting-child-abuse-and-neglect
http://researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism
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are happy to explain and discuss this—but it is your responsibility to 
understand plagiarism and to make sure you do not do it. 
 

 
All major assignments must be completed to pass this class, but due to 
the current Coronavirus situation, late assignments will not be 
penalized.  
Please do your very best to keep up with this class as it will definitely help you 
succeed if you can participate each day during class time, and keep up with 
discussions weekly, as scheduled, along with the class.  You cannot “make up” 
discussion board posts in any way except for doing extra research on the research 
paper. If you miss very much, we will have to discuss other options, but this is 
difficult, so do your best to keep up. You cannot pass the class at all without 
successfully completing BOTH the comprehensive final exam and the research 
paper. 
 
DO NOT PLAGIARIZE! It is your responsibility to understand plagiarism and to 
make sure you do not do it.  Using extensive, excellent footnotes is the best way to 
avoid plagiarism. 
 
 
 
 


